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On Friday, May 23, the Louisville Palace will host the Down Home Blues Festival at 
the venue on Fourth Street. The show will feature several blues and R&B recording 
artists including Mel Waiters (above left), Benjamin “Benny” Latimore, Sir Charles 
Jones, Denise LaSalle (above center), Theodis Ealey and Clarence Carter (above 
right). Tickets are available at the Louisville Palace box office or on the Live Nation 
website. Ticket prices range from $47 to $75 each. The Palace is located at 625 
South Fourth Street. You can find more information online at http://
www.louisvillepalace.com/. 
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Address Change? 
 

If you move, let us know your change of address. The 
Post Office does not forward bulk mail. 

The views expressed by the authors and advertisers 
are their own. Contributions by anyone offering perti-
nent and thoughtful discussion on blues issues are 

welcomed. 
 
 

news@kbsblues.org 

Official Printers 
of the  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
 

www.voluforms.com 

CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT: 
 

GENERAL INFO 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

 

KBS EVENTS 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER 
Natalie Carter  (502) 893-8031 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 
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Lamont Gillispie  

Blues News 
The monthly newsletter of the  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
 

©2011 Kentuckiana Blues Society 
Louisville, Kentucky 

 

www.blues.org 

We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2014: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Les Reynolds – secretary 
Chris Grube – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out 
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) 
and take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major 
blues labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a 
CD, it’s yours to keep! 

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL for 
your renewal date and 

please be sure to keep your membership 
current.  

 
“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top 

of the label when your membership is 
expiring. PLEASE NOTE: IT COULD 

TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO 
GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it 
sooner, leave a voice message for Na-
talie at 893-8031 or send an email to  

membership@kbsblues.org. 
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The deadline to apply for this year's KBS band contest is Friday, May 16.  Thanks to the generous sup-
port of Four Roses Bourbon and LG&E, we have been able to raise the prize money to $1,750.  In addi-
tion, the winning band will receive six hours of studio recording time at Alfresco Place Recording Studio 
courtesy of Jeff Carpenter and will be the blues society's representative at the International Blues Chal-
lenge (IBC) next January in Memphis, TN.  The competition will be held Sunday, June 1 at Stevie Ray's.  
Check out our Blues Challenge ad in this issue of Blues News for information on all of the KBS contests 
this year.  The River Basin Blues Society (RBBS) of Evansville, IN has also announced the date for their 
annual contest.  It will be held Sunday, June 29 at Lamasco Bar and Grill in Evansville.  The competition 
is for all IBC categories including band, solo/duo and youth representative.  The event is open to any 
blues performer that lives within a 150 mile radius of Evansville or who has been a RBBS member for at 
least one year.  The band winner receives $1,000, the solo/duo winner receives $750 and $250 is award-
ed to the youth representative.  The deadline to apply is Sunday, June 15 and you can find more info 
online at http://www.riverbasinblues.com/. 
 

Notable events this month include The Reverend Peyton's Big Damn Band at Zanzabar on Thursday, 
May 8.  The band from Brown County, IN always puts on a good show.  Reverend J. Peyton is sure to 
bring his rusty 1930 National guitar and maybe one of his many cigar box guitars.  That same night, 
Planet D Nonet from Detroit, MI will be at Natasha's Bistro in Lexington. The band plays a mix of blues 

and swing.  Tin Can Buddha will be at Willie's Locally Known in Lexington on Friday, May 9.  The band performed a sold-out show at 
the Kentucky Center for the Arts in October of 2010.  Both Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof and Sylvia Walter & Groove City will be at the 
New Vintage, formerly Uncle Pleasant's, on Saturday, May 10.  The bar is located at 2126 South Preston St.  Several excellent per-
formers will be at The Louisville Palace on Friday, May 23 for the Down Home Blues Festival.  The line-up includes Blues Hall of Fame 
inductee Denise LaSalle, Grammy award winner Clarence Carter and Malaco recording artist Mel Waiters.  Benny Latimore, Sir 
Charles Jones and Theodis Ealey are also on the bill.  Ray Fullers & the Bluesrockers of Columbus, OH return to Stevie Ray's on Sat-
urday, May 24.  The Howlin' Brothers will be at Decca (812 E. Market St) on Saturday, May 31.  The band from Hermitage, TN plays 
old-timey country blues and bluegrass. 
 

The festival season gets underway with the International B-B-Q Festival in Owensboro, KY on May 9 and 10.  That event will have a 
variety of musical acts including Toad Strangler, JD Wilkes & the Dirt Daubers, Husky Brunette and The Reverend Peyton's Big Damn 
Band.  The second annual BBQ, Blues & Bikes Festival is on Saturday, May 24 in Elizabethtown, KY.  Last year's inaugural fest was a 
huge success and this year's has been expanded with an additional stage being added.  Performers include Diunna Greenleaf & Blue 
Mercy, Tee Dee Young, Micah Kesselring, Kelly Richey and Little T&A among others.  The full schedule is online at http://
bbqbluesfest.com/ and the KBS will have a booth at the festival.  This year's Blues Between the Bridges Festival features women of 
blues with Claudette King, daughter of B.B. King, Kelly Richey. Tanita Gaines & the Accused, Robbie Bartlett and Cheryl Renee.  The 
festival is Sunday, May 25 at Pier 99, 9079 Old Richmond Rd, Lexington, KY.   
 
Stevie Ray's employee Redge Peterson is hosting a Heritage Happy Hour devoted to 1920's and 1930's blues music the first and third 
Wednesday of every month at the bar on Main street.  He will be playing recorded music from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.  Artist include the Beale 
Street Sheiks, Charlie Patton and Papa Charlie Jackson among others.  Stick around for the jazz night afterwards which is held every 
Wednesday starting at 8:00 pm. 

Gary 

Photo by Cheryl Cissell 

Letter From The Prez 
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Get More Blues News  
from the KBS 

Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble”  

now available online at 
www.louisvillemusicnews.net 

New Music Reviews! 
DVD Review 
The Ragtime & Blues Guitar of Big Bill Broonzy 
Taught by Ernie Hawkins 
247 minutes on two video discs 
Website: www.guitarvideos.com 
2012 Stefan Grossman’s Guitar Workshop, Inc. GW835/6. 
 
Big Bill Broonzy was born in 1903 and passed in 1958. Through the ‘20’s he played exclu-
sively to black audiences. In the 1950’s he went back to his folk-blues roots and found him-
self popular in the American folk music movement and soon found international fame. 
 
These DVD’s include footage of Big Bill doing live shows – which are quite rare. The songs 

are presented in full length by Ernie Hawkins. They are broken down into segments showing how to play the en-
tire song(s). Split screen technology is employed to show what each hand is doing – phrase by phrase – lick by 
lick. There is nothing left out or to the student’s imagination. 
 
Big Bill relied heavily on thumb picking his songs – usually wearing a pick on his thumb while letting his 1st and 2nd 
fingers and nails suffice for the higher strings parts. 
 
There are 10 songs offered:  Guitar Shuffle, Oh Yes, Glory of Love, Banker’s Blues, Stovepipe Stomp, Shuffle 
Rag, St. Louis Blues, Shelby County Blues, Slow Blues and Bill Bailey.  
 
 This is an excellent teaching course. If you are interested in playing this style of music, these lessons will guide 
you right on down your road to mastering Big Bill’s style. 
 
I give this one a ten for blues content! 

Nelson Grube   

Tony Joe White 
Hoodoo 
Yep Roc Records 
 
Tony Joe White probably originated the swamp music sound many years ago. His deep 
guttural voice is very distinctive and some people may not like it. Those of you old enough 
to remember “Polk Salad Annie” know what I am talking about. I happen to like his voice 
and tone even though he gets so low sometimes you cannot even hear what he is saying.  
 
The CD contains nine songs written or co-written by Mr. White. All songs have that swamp 

music feeling and they had me tapping my foot throughout the entire CD. However, several of the first few tracks 
seemed much the same and I had trouble telling one from the other. Still, I liked all the songs.  
 
For those who do not know Tony Joe White's music, I would suggest sampling some of it from the computer 
before buying this CD. For me, I will probably pull this CD out when I want to hear something different, but it will 
not be on my regular playlist.  
 

Mindy Current 
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Scrapomatic 
I’m A Stranger (And I Love the Night) 
Landslide 
 
Scrapomatic, a New York band composed of award winning Mike Mattison as well as Paul 
Olsen and Dave Yoke, was inspired by the likes of Taj Mahal, Nina Simone, Tom Waits, 
Dr. John and Sly Stone. They have no allegiance to the blues but sometimes find them-
selves playing it. 
 
Mattison writes  and sings for the Tedeschi Trucks band and in fact one of his songs, 

“Midnight in Harlem” was featured on Eric Clapton’s 2010 Crossroads Festival DVD.  
This CD, composed of 12 songs, all originals is a real mixture of styles. The band claims to be a mixture of blues, 
Americana, roots, country etc. They are a difficult band to characterize, but I would say that in their description, 
they left out the category of pop. Most of the songs are interesting musically more so than lyrically. The title track 
is one I would call pop, and in my opinion is not the best cut on the CD.  
 
My first listen to “Don’t Fall Apart on me Baby” reminded me of a Fleetwood Mac song with its soft acoustic guitar 
beat-a good song. “Crime Fighter” is an interesting song, sung in a slow falsetto voice. It has a blues beat and 
good musicianship, but even after reading the lyrics (included with the CD), I am not sure what the message is. 
Maybe it is just too deep for me-but forget the lyrics, I like it. 
 
This CD is a real mix. iTunes labels this music as rock and I would have to agree. I would rate it 2 stars out of 5. 
You can listen for yourself at www.scrapomatic.com. On that site you can also watch an animated video of the 
song “Rat Trap” off this CD. 
 

Bob Brown  

Jimmy Davis 
Solo 
Self Produced 
 
The latest release from local (Madison 
IN) guitar virtuoso Jimmy Davis is one 
that features him in a solo role with plenty 
of slide guitar and a mix of originals and 
covers. The twelve songs on the CD in-
clude 5 originals and covers by the likes 

of Muddy Waters, Sonny Boy Williamson, Kevin Morris, and 
Johnny Watson. 
 

The first performance that I saw Davis doing was a solo perfor-
mance at Blues at the Point in Carrolton KY several years ago.  
I was blown away at what he could do with an acoustic guitar 
and no other instruments or backup, and his soulful vocals.  
This CD is a recording of that talent that I remember.  Although 
he has an exceptional band, he doesn’t need a band to enter-
tain and move you.  This CD proves that.  One can’t listen just 
to the guitar or just the vocals, but the powerful mixture of the 
two that Davis recorded has to be experienced and felt togeth-
er.   
 

A casual listen won’t do justice to this music.  You have to stop 
what you are doing, push yourself away from the computer, 
turn off your smartphone, maybe have a drink of your choice, 
close your eyes and take it all in.  He may make you think of 
Robert Johnson, or some other older musicians who have the 
talent and originality to make their mark on the genre called 
blues. You can’t go wrong with Jimmy Davis and this CD is no 
exception.  You owe it to yourself to see him perform live too. 

 
Bob Brown 



P r e s e n t s  t h eG e r m a n t o w n  S c h n i t z e l b u r gB l u e s  F e s t i v a l

F r i d a y ,  J u n e  6  6 : 3 0  .  .  .  N o a h  W o t h e r s p o o n  8 : 3 0  .  .  .  d a  M u d c a t s1 0 : 3 0  .  .  .  T h e  B e a t  D a d d y s
S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  7  6 : 3 0  .  .  .  B i g  P o p p a  S t a m p l e y               &  V o o d o u  G u m b o  8 : 3 0  .  .  .  G .  M i l e s  &  t h e  H i t  M e n1 0 : 3 0  .  .  .  L a m o n t  G i l l i s p i e  &  1 0 0  P r o o f

1 1 0 1  E .  B u r n e t t  A v e ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K Y5 0 2 / 7 2 4 - 9 9 7 1  o r  v i s i t  k b s b l u e s . o r g
F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

A  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
p r o c e e d s  t o  b e n e f i t
K o s a i r  C h a r i t i e s

S p o n s o r e d  B y
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S O L O / D U O  C O N T E S T  R  M A P L E  I N N  R  S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  2 0
S O L O / D U O  W I N N E R  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E  B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N

2 0 1 5  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E  I N  M E M P H I S ,
$ 7 5 0  A N D  L O C A L  S T U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T I M E

D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  J U L Y  7

B A N D  W I N N E R  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E  B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N
2 0 1 5  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E  I N  M E M P H I S ,

$ 1 , 7 5 0  A N D  L O C A L  S T U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T I M E
D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  M A Y  1 6

B A N D  C O N T E S T  R  S T E V I E  R A Y ' S  R  S U N D A Y ,  J U N E  1

Y O U T H  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E
B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N  2 0 1 5  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E  A N D  $ 2 5 0

D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  S E P T E M B E R  1

Y O U T H  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

B E S T  S E L F - P R O D U C E D  C D  C O N T E S T
W I N N E R  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E

B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N  2 0 1 5  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E
D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  O C T O B E R  1

F U R T H E R  D E T A I L S  A N D  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M S
A R E  A V A I L A B L E  A T  K B S B L U E S . O R G

O R  B Y  C A L L I N G  5 0 2 / 7 2 4 - 9 9 7 1

2 0 1 4  K B S  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E
O U R  T H A N K S  T O  F O U R  R O S E S  B O U R B O N  A N D  L G & E  F O R  T H E I R  S U P P O R T



9 BLUES NEWS   May 2014 

BBQ, Blues & Bikes: Elizabethtown, Kentucky 
New Kid on the Block Enjoying Early Success. 

Established only last year, this event is the “new kid in town” as far as local/regional blues festivals 
go. However, BB&B isn’t singing the blues – or, at least, ain’t feelin’ ‘em. An estimated 20,000 were 
in attendance at the inaugural (2013) fest, which was blessed with near-perfect weather for late 
May. (Figures are always difficult to accurately come by with these types of events, but several 
sources cited numbers in that range.) Bikers from across the country joined in to help make this a 
rousing success. Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof, One Shot Johnny, D Man & the Alley Hounds and 
Chicago’s Blues Brothers Tribute Band provided top-notch entertainment throughout the day and 
evening. And numerous food vendors made sure the crowds were fed while the supplies lasted. 
 
Just how this event came about might on the surface seem like a “happy accident.” Late in 2012, 
Don Oswald (D Man) and his Louisville-based Alley Hounds band were performing in front of a 
downtown E-town shop as part of the entertainment associated with the monthly “Second Saturday” 
series put on by the city’s Heritage Council. A city and a heritage council member each saw the 
group perform, were instantly impressed and inspired to create a blues festival. (There was even 
brief consideration of naming the festival after the band that inspired it.) 
 
Oswald’s role in the 2013 festival was that of advisor/consultant, especially with regard to stage, 
lighting and PA. Oswald noted that, while it had been some time since he had been involved in per-
forming with any consistency at festivals, the organizers were quite new at creating blues festivals 
and eagerly sought and accepted his help. He also brought Lamont Gillispie and his band to the fes-
tival when organizers voiced a need for another quality group. 
 
D Man & the Alley Hounds are once again in the lineup for the 2014 festival. Oswald noted that he is 
not involved in any of the production this time around. The festival is set for May 24. Music, which 
begins at noon and lasts until 10 PM, will be spread across two stages this year, a change from the 
2013 event, when there was just a single stage. Oswald said the stages are equal – there is no 
“secondary” or “small” stage. Each has quality talent, and equal equipment and personnel. Bands 
include Diunna Greenleaf, Micah Kesselring, Tom Holland and the Shuffle Kings, Lexington’s Kelly 
Richey Band, Louisville’s Little T&A, and several others. 
 
Jim Pritchard, who is heavily involved in booking the music for this year’s festival, said the idea for 
having two stages centers on “nonstop music” for almost 10 hours and is an effective way to keep 
folks continually entertained without a break in the music. He noted that he had seen this model of 
the equal stages, going back and forth, at other events he attended, and it seemed to work well. In 
addition, this year’s sets were reduced in favor of more than doubling the number of acts. He said 
that officials from Tourism asked organizers to draw acts from outside the region in order to expand 
the musical offerings and demographics of attendees.   
 
The festival begins with a bike ride to benefit the Wounded Warrior Project. This aspect of the festi-
val is held in coordination with the Veterans Administration in Louisville and the Legion in Elizabeth-
town, according to Pritchard, and proceeds from a breakfast that morning will go towards the pro-
ject. The ride will travel down Patriots Parkway, a currently unopened stretch of new road in the ar-
ea. 
 
All pertinent information regarding directions, schedules, lodging, food, sponsors and parking can be 
obtained through the festival web site: www.bbqbluesfest.com. The event is free to the public. 
 

By Les Reynolds         
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KYANA Bඔඝඍඛ S඗උඑඍගඡ 
P.O. B඗ච 755 
L඗ඝඑඛඞඑඔඔඍ, KY  40201-0755 

GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $20 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by mail and dis-
counts at our sponsors and at selected KBS events. Dual membership (two people at the same address, two membership cards and one newsletter) is 
$25 per year, and we offer a special band rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card for each band member. We 
have also added a company membership for $150, with up to 5 membership cards and one newsletter, plus your company logo featured in the Blues 
News and on our website, www.kbsblues.org. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News weekly update e-
mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the cou-
pon above and send with your payment to: 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($25 ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($30 ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
COMPANY MEMBERSHIP ($150 ENCLOSED)  

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I would be willing to help out at KBS events CITY/ST/ZIP 

____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL 

____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


