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To commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the blues society, we are going to raffle off a special “KBS Dream Band” portrait at our annual birthday party 
November 16 at Headliners Music Hall. Local artist and bluesman Jim Masterson created the painting. The artwork features local musicians including, 
from left to right, Foree Wells on guitar, Mary Ann Fisher on vocals, Sonny Sitgraves on drums, Jim Rosen on harmonica and Jimmy Brown on bass. 
Raffle tickets are $5 each or five for $20. Proceeds from the sale will be split between the artist and the KBS. Raffle tickets will also be sold at this 
year's Garvin Gate Blues Festival. 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2013: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Les Reynolds – secretary 
Chris Grube – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out 
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) and 
take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major blues 
labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a CD, it’s 
yours to keep! 

This Month in Blues History 
Submitted by Bob Brown 

 OCTOBER - BORN  OCTOBER - DIED 

01 Albert Collins, 1932 03 Skip James, 1969 

15 Victoria Spivey, 1906 03 Victoria Spivey, 1976 

26 Blind Lemon Jefferson, 1894 09 Scrapper Blackwell, 1962 

  19 Son House, 1988 

    

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL for your renewal date 
and please be sure to keep your membership current.  

 

“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: 
IT COULD TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a 

voice message for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org. 
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As we go to press, The Louisville Blues Compilation Volume II CD is on its way to the 
disc duplicators and should be ready by the Garvin Gate Blues Festival. I am very 
proud to have been a part of making this compilation a reality. Several people worked 
to make this possible but I want to point out the extra efforts of my co-executive pro-
ducer Rocky Adcock, Dana Roy of DMR Music with assistance from Mike Lynch of da 
Mudcats, KBS CD Executive Committee members Natalie Carter, Deb Wilson and 
Nelson Grube and the many sponsors who provided the financial backing for this pro-
ject. Of course, none of this would have been possible without the exceptional bands 
and their original songs recorded for the disc. All the musicians stepped up and pro-
vided us their absolute best efforts and we think that you will be impressed with the 
results. CD's will be sold for $15 with $1 from every disc going to each band on the 
compilation and the remaining $3 will go to the Kentuckiana Blues Society. 

 
The KBS 25th Anniversary Show will be a celebration of our silver anniversary and the 

official release for the compilation CD. We hope to have as many bands as possible from the compilation per-
form at the party. Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 16. This year we will be at Headliner's Music 
Hall on Lexington Road. WFPK's Kevin Yazell and Woodrow on the Radio will be our hosts for the evening 
and as always, KBS members will get in free. We'll have more details in next month's issue of Blues News. 
 
Paul Moffett, owner and editor of the Louisville Music News, has announced that the October issue will be the 
last printed edition of the paper that he has run for 24 years. Paul is involved with several other projects in our 
area. He and I work together as board members for both MERF and Crescent Hill Radio. Paul is also very in-
volved with the organization Flamenco Louisville and he hosts an acoustic jam every Wednesday night at Tim 
Tam Tavern on Clarks Lane. LMN will continue in an online version and KBS members Nelson Grube, Susan 
O'Neil and Mike Suttles will provide the monthly blues column “I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble” on the website. The 
address is http://www.louisvillemusicnews.net/. We extended our heartfelt thanks to Paul for his continued 
support of music in the Kentuckiana area. 
 
Notable shows this month include the Big Rock Jazz & Blues Festival in Cherokee Park on Sunday, October 6. 
Tee Dee Young from Lexington provides the blues portion of the show with jazz performances by Everett 
Green and the Tim Wallen Group. The Garvin Gate Blues Festival takes place Friday and Saturday, October 
11 and 12. This year's festival features several Chicago blues musicians including Lil' Ed & the Blues Imperi-
als, Maurice John Vaughn, Holle Thee Maxwell and Billy Flynn's Chicago Blues Party. Ray Fuller & the Blues-
rockers of Columbus, OH will also be at Garvin Gate and will return for another show on Saturday, October 19 
at Stevie Ray's. The New Vintage on Preston Street continues its blues series this month with Laurie Jane & 
the 45's on Wednesday, October 16. Regular admission is $5 but KBS members get in for $2. The “little blues 
band from Texas” known as ZZ Top will be at the Horseshoe Casino in Elizabeth, IN on Thursday, October 24. 
 
In preparation for a new year, there have been some changes to the KBS Board of Directors. Board members 
Jim Masterson and Cole Kaiser are stepping down with next month's annual election. I want to thank both for 
their time and service to the blues society. We want to welcome four new members to the board. They are Ray 
and Mindy Current, Mark Sneed and Matt Floyd. You can meet them at the next KBS event or come to one of 
our monthly board meetings. We meet the first Wednesday of every  month at the Pizza Place in Hikes Point. 
Meetings start at 7:00 pm and the address is 2931 Richland Ave. 
 
 

Gary 

Photo by Cheryl Cissell 

Letter From The Prez 

 

It’s that time of year again...we are preparing to celebrate our 25th anniversary in November. If you 
have any pictures or memorabilia that you would care to share, please drop us a line to 

news@kbsblues.org  
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Interview with the Gatekeeper 
What Does It Take to Play at The Gate? 

 

There are a few things you can count on around here at this time of year. The days get shorter, the nights get chilly, and 
in certain circles, the same old questions start swirling with the falling leaves. “Who's playing Garvin Gate? Wait...what? 
Why did so-and-so get picked, or not picked, or picked again? This must be personal, or political! What's the criteria? 
What's the secret...what's the DEAL?” 
 
I posed a few of these questions to longtime talent co-ordinator Mike Suttles and we had a little discussion about what it 
takes to play the Gate. Turns out, the answer is pretty simple. Mike books what he likes. It's been said that blues is a 
feeling, and as a passionate blues fan, Mike spends a lot of time and energy searching out bands that he feels express 
it. This "gut-feeling" method has been consistently successful in terms of exposing the ever-expanding Garvin Gate 
crowd to what he considers "real" blues. If he likes it, they will come, is the theory. 
 
Turns out that years of volunteering countless hours of time and energy can score you a perk like that. It's pretty easy to 
sell your ideas to partners like Garvin Gate's Howard Rosenberg when they have been witness, year after year, to what 
you are willing to do to find just the right fit. Mike and Howard are in agreement that Garvin Gate is first and foremost a 
"true blues festival" and all efforts are made with an eye toward keeping it that way. Mike insists that he knows what the 
patrons of the Gate want to hear and have come to expect. He understands that playing the Gate is considered to be an 
honor for local bands. He is also well aware that not everyone in the music community agrees with his methods or his 
choices, but he believes that the most important consideration is that Garvin Gate exposes the patrons to blues styles 
and artists that they will enjoy and that they may not have discovered otherwise. 
 
Keeping the blues alive is the stated objective; Mike even referred to the KBS's three Ps, and we know that's always 
good for a spirited debate. What is blues? What isn't? Blues-based, blues-influenced, it's all blues to some degree, right? 
Well, for the purpose of booking music for Garvin Gate, the degree's the thing. Mike chooses to remain true to the core 
as he perceives it. He says if he's ever asked to water it down, he'll step down. When asked if there were plans to ex-
pand the festival to three days in the future, he said that he would prefer to spend more money on talent for the two days 
rather than to add a third.  
 
The debate will doubtless go on, but one thing is certain. If you want to see some fantastic blues with some fun people in 
a beautiful setting on a gorgeous fall weekend, get down to the Gate October 11th and 12th! 

 
Natalie Carter 

JAMES WATKINS  
6/10/1943 - 8/21/13 

 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of local musician James 
Watkins who passed away on Wednesday, August 21 at the age of 70. 
His funeral was held at Union Missionary Baptist Church and he was 
buried at Green Meadows Cemetery. James was born June 10, 1943 in 
Floydsburg, KY. At a young age he began playing bass in some of the 
country blues joints in Shelby and Oldham counties. In 1965 he moved 
to Indianapolis and formed a band called the Moonlighters. He played 
with many notable musicians while in Indianapolis including the great 
jazz guitarist Wes Montgomery. Around 1970, he went on the road with 
Lloyd Price and the Chilites among other bands. In the early 1970's, he 
formed the Nightlighters as a backup band for many of the top touring 
rhythm & blues acts including the Four Tops, The Temptations and Mar-
tha and the Vandellas. James came off the road in the 1980's and 
worked for the state highway department. In 1996, he got back into mu-
sic and helped form the 10th Street Blues Band at the Red Devils Motor-
cycle Club at 10th and Dumesnil in Louisville's west end. In the last few 
years, he also played every Sunday for the Union Missionary Baptist 
Church. Our thoughts go out to his family, friends and many fans. 
 

Information for this article provided by Pen Bogert. Photograph by 
Keith Clements. 
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From Minglewood to Cyberspace 
 

On Wednesday, August 7, I had the opportunity to attend my first KBS meeting in quite a long time. (Living in South 
Carolina makes regular attendance a problem.) It was good to see some old friends and become acquainted with the 
tenor and temperament of other members. Debbie did a great job in chairing the meeting, filling in for an ailing Gary .  
With all of the discussion of upcoming festivals and shows and the distribution of CDs to be reviewed, one thing, how-
ever, became very clear: we are experiencing a coopting of the Blues. A great part of this, of course, is because there is 
a diminution of presence of the last generation of what I would characterize as “true” Bluesmen. Even the “Sons of the 
Blues” are elder statesmen now.With few exceptions, we seem to be in the shallow end of the gene pool of the Blues. 
Blues as a cultural experience is diminished, while as a musical form it has been transformed to the point of deformation. 
Some traditionalists remain, but there are far too many players and promoters using the Blues to foster their own self-
aggrandizement. Slap “Blues” on the title of your event or CD or band and you can fool a lot of neophytes. That’s dam-
age enough, but if the newbie takes it for Gospel, what happens when someone plays a Son House or Skip James re-
cord for them? The gulf is immense. It’s much like eating canned fruit for years and getting a first taste of fresh cut pine-
apple or grapefruit. There is no comparison other than the name. (Of course, this is why Keith labeled me the “Blues 
Curmudgeon.”) 
 
So, what, if anything, is to be done? Do we embrace an iconic vision of the Blues, frozen in its style, form, and member-
ship? Or do we adopt a “big tent” philosophy? Just call it Blues and we’ll believe you.  
Or do we create a new strata of definitions, say, Originals, Imitators, Wannabees, and Sycophants? (Sadly, many would 
fill the latter two categories.) In my mind, we need to be clear that there are very few, if any originals left; and there are 
good and bad Imitators (and I believe all white Blues players are imitators – and some African- American ones as well). 
As for the Wannabees and Sycophants, we need to expose them for what they are and not allow them to profit from the 
efforts of the Society. 
 
There are a lot of “good Imitators” who truly love and respect the Blues. We need to support and encourage them. But 
for every one of them there is a Wannabee or Sycophant vying for the same support and encouragement. You know who 
they are: the modern day version of the “bossman.” As a Society dedicated to the Blues we should be serving its best 
interests, the sycophant uses the Blues to serve their own, while the Wannabee preens and prances, and grimaces and 
growls in pathetic mimicry. 
 
An excellent example of a “good Imitator” is the CD by Dallas & Ponce, “Just Sinners.” This is a duo out of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina that is part of the Afro American “Study of Music Exclusively Dedicated to the Music of Afro-Americans.” I saw 
this couple live and they are excellent. Another “good Imitator,” although I have not seen them, seems to be the Rever-
end Peyton Big Damn Band. “Peyton on Patton” is a rough around the edges sincere tribute to the music of Charley Pat-
ton. I won’t call out any of the Wannabees or Sycophants since that would only give them the attention they crave. Be-
sides, you probably know – whether you want to admit it or not – who they are. 
 
Of course, once you get past the “Originals” the categories get kind of fuzzy. For example, bands like the early 
Butterfield Blues Band or Fleetwood Mac with Peter Green are at a different level as “Imitators” than the two I just men-
tioned. Similarly, there are the “hybrid” groups like the North Mississippi Allstars that go a long way toward realizing our 
mission of “Preserving, Perpetuating, and Presenting” the Blues. Perhaps a subset of “Imitators” should be “Emulators.” 
Let the debates begin.  
 
So, that’s one way of doing it. There’s no easy way. Another might just be the end line in the John Lee Hooker Pepsi  
commercial: “This might be the end of the Blues as we know it.” Maybe we are in a post-Blues environment and just 
don’t know it yet. When the Blues is everywhere, it’s nowhere. All that is left is a shell of a rhythm and beat comple-
mented by the appropriate slouch, grimace, and cowboy boots. Add some alcohol, pharmaceuticals, and smoke and the 
contemporary version of blues emerges. Too harsh? I don’t think so. Take a listen to one of the cds reviewed in the 
newsletter and then listen to Albert King or Otis Rush or Elmore James. If you can’t tell the difference, stick with your 
Stevie Ray pablum. If you feel the difference, then listen to some Son House, Tommy Johnson, Skip James, and Charley 
Patton. Let the Blues draw you in; there is more than enough of the Blues to last a lifetime.  
 
At its core, the issue is, simply: what is the Blues? And, how does one know it? Going there can be a really bumpy ride; 
unsettling many preconceptions and expectations. If anyone’s interested, hop in, I’m driving.  
 

Perry Aberli 
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2013 Smokin’ On The River 
June 14th & 15th At Jeffersonville Riverstage 

Photo by William Peeples 
Dancing the Night Away 

Photo by William Peeples 
G Miles and The Hit Men 

Photo by William Peeples 
Mark Hoekstra 

Photo by William Peeples 
Little T&A 

Photo by William Peeples 
Jim Masterson Band 
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Photo by William Peeples 
Billy Branch 

Photo by Bob Brown 
The Nighthawks 

Photo by William Peeples 
The Rib Tip Kings 

Photo by William Peeples 
Sons Of The Blues  

Photo by William Peeples 
And A Good Time Was Had By All 
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Lucky Peterson 
Live At The 55 Arts Club Berlin 
Soulfood 
 

This “package”, while containing some good music, may cause even the most ardent fan of Peterson to 
overdose.  The “Package” consists of 2 music CDs and 3 DVDs.  The third DVD contains Shawn Keller-
man playing four of his songs with his fiery guitar using  the backline of Peterson’s band, interviews with 
Lucky and his wife Tamara, practice sessions behind the scenes etc.   The first two DVDs are 3 hours 
and 35 minutes (26 songs).  There are some pretty long songs here.  The CDs are of the same music. 
 

While it is a lot to take in, most of it is pretty good music.  A mix of blues, soul and funk that is pretty entertaining.  At times is 
seems as though the audience has gone to sleep as he struggles to get them to say or do anything.  A couple of the songs 
slow down and quiet down to the point where there is no music except a barely audible Lucky plucking guitar strings.  He walks 
out into the crowd and has a seat to do some of this.  Tamara joins in to sing on some of the songs and adds a gospel influ-
ence in her presentation of the lyrics.  Lucky and Tamara play off each other in some of the songs (a call and response type of 
music). 
   

Peterson plays the guitar and keyboards both admirably.  He works the audience and feeds off of them.  Kellerman’s guitar 
prowess seems neglected on some of the funk/soul music.  His rhythm guitar is simple chords, barely audible as he makes the 
most contorted and scary faces doing it.  When he gets to interject a solo, his body movements are bizarre. 
 

The DVDs are professionally recorded much like a large concert with different HD camera angles even though this is only a 
medium sized club. 
 

All in all this is good but not great music.  If you are a Lucky Peterson fan, you probably should have this package, because it 
not only has a lot of his music, but it is live, and by watching the third DVD you can learn more about the band and Lucky.  
More info available at www.luckytamband.com    
 

Bob Brown   

New Music Reviews! 

Tas Cru 
Tired of Bluesmen Cryin’ 
CD Baby 
 

This is Cru’s fifth CD and it is his intent to take his music in a little different direction.  The CD’s title cut 
was inspired by a teenage student of his who wanted more positive, upbeat music because she was 
tired of hearing music about bluesmen crying. 
 

Cru has always had some lighter, less serious lyrics in his music.  The second song on this CD is about 
changing his ways for his baby- to do whatever she tells him.  The name of the song is “Chaingin’ My 

Ways” (note the spelling). 
 

“That Lovin’ Thang” features a pretty cool slide guitar and is a song about what everybody the world over needs (no explana-
tion needed here). 
 

“Every Word You Say” is a song about a guy hearing every word that his baby says, but it looks like he is not listening-“but it 
only just looks that way”.  With all the “Don’t forget to do’s” before she goes off to work, and ends when she gets back with his 
response to her of “Aw shucks baby, I know you said to let the dog out”. 
 

With all of the lighter side of some of the songs, Cru does still play and sing some serious blues. The tempo of his songs stays 
pretty upbeat even if the lyrics get bluesy. 
 

On the first listen this music is good but not exceptional, but on a closer listen, it grows on you.  It has great musicianship, great 
recording, interesting lyrics, up-tempo beat, and bluesy songs.  This is a pretty good CD and for Cru fans, a must-have.  Of 
course, more info at www.tascru.com.  

Bob Brown     

Snarky Dave & the Prickly Bluesmen 
Big Snark 
David Brenton/Smuffy Pie Music 
  

The first time I listened to this CD, I was positively underwhelmed. The same goes for the next time.  My 
conclusion is that this is simply not a very good blues album. 
  

The instrumental work is decent and ol' Dave's voice isn't terrible, but the songs/lyrics just don't grab the 
listener.  It almost feels like a "blues formula" has been used to create this CD.  I suspect that Snarky 
Dave is an old rock and roll performer who decided to give blues a try and was unable to quite pull it off. 

 

Patty Tench  
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Get More Blues News  
From the KBS 

Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble” at 
www.louisvillemusicnews.net 

Photo by Gary Sampson 

Mr. Jimmy, September 19th 

KBS Blues Shows at  

Photo by Mindy Current 

Mark and the Pentones, July 26 
Photo courtesy of The New Vintage 

Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof, July 17 
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KYANA BLUES SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 755 
LOUISVILLE, KY  40201-0755 

GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $20 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by mail and dis-
counts at our sponsors and at selected KBS events. Dual membership (two people at the same address, two membership cards and one newsletter) is 
$25 per year, and we offer a special band rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card for each band member. We 
have also added a company membership for $150, with up to 5 membership cards and one newsletter, plus your company logo featured in the Blues 
News and on our website, www.kbsblues.org. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News weekly update e-
mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the cou-
pon above and send with your payment to: 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($25 ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($30 ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
COMPANY MEMBERSHIP ($150 ENCLOSED)  

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I would be willing to help out at KBS events CITY/ST/ZIP 

____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


