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On Saturday, April 9 the Kentucky Homefront Radio Show will host a blues show at the Clifton Center located at 2117 Payne Street. 
Doors open at 7:00 pm with the music starting at 7:30 pm. The show will feature music by Jimi V and Screamin' John, the Cole Ste-
vens Band, Lazy Eleven (Joel Pinkerton and Jimmy Gardner) and Lamont Gillispie and 100 Proof. Admission is $12 or $10 for Ken-
tucky Homefront Porch Pal members. The show will be recorded for broadcast at a later date on 91.9 FM WFPK. More information is 
available on-line at www.kentuckyhomefront.org. Jimi V and Screamin' John photo by April Rietze. Lamont Gillispie and 100 Proof 
photo by Brad Luttrell. Lazy Eleven photo by David True. Cole Stevens photo by Leandra Stevens. 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2010: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Keith Clements – secretary 

Chris Grube – treasurer 
 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, come on 
out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM; April’s meeting will be held at the 
Zeppelin Café, 1036 East Burnett) and take your pick! We re-
ceive promo releases from the major blues labels as well as re-
gional and local bands. If you review a CD, it’s yours to keep! 
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PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL for 
your renewal date, and please be sure to 

keep your membership current.  
“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of 
the label when your membership is expir-

ing. PLEASE NOTE: IT COULD TAKE UP TO 
A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW 
CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a voice 

message for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an 
email to  

membership@kbsblues.org. 
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This month we are announcing the dates for our band, solo/duo and youth competitions. The band 
contest will be June 26 at Stevie Ray's, the solo/duo contest is August 14 at Zeppelin Cafe and the 
youth contest is scheduled for October 16 at Willis Music on Hurstbourne Pkwy. The winners will rep-
resent the Kentuckiana Blues Society at the International Blues Challenge in Memphis next year. See 
the ad in this issue of Blues News. Additional details and application forms are available on-line at 
kbsblues.org. 
 
In this issue we have listed those festivals in our area that will feature blues music in 2011. The sched-
ules are set for both June festivals – the Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues Festival in Louisville and 
the Smokin' on the River Blues and BBQ Festival in Jeffersonville, IN. The festival in the Germantown-
Schnitzelburg neighborhood is the first weekend in June and will feature music by Sue O'Neil and Blue 
Seville, Dog House Kitchen, Hellfish, the Travlin Mojos, the Joe DeBow Band and Lamont Gillispie 
and 100 Proof. The Jeffersonville festival is the third weekend in June at the Riverstage and will fea-

ture Jimmy G and Sidewinders, the KingBees, the Walnut Street Blues Band, the Amazing Soul Crackers, Miss Lissa 
and Company, the Predators and Smokin' Joe Kubek and Bnois King. The festival will also have music courtesy of stu-
dents from Jimmy's Music Center in New Albany and MOM's Music Rock School. We will have more information on both 
festivals in future issues of Blues News and on the KBS website. 
 
Louisville Public Media, the parent company of WFPK, WFPL and WUOL, will have it's spring fund drive from Saturday, 
April 9 through Friday, April 15. Members of the KBS board will be at the station on Saturday night April 9th from 9:00 pm 
to midnight working the phones and taking pledges. Community support of our local public radio stations is especially 
important at a time when Congress is debating the elimination of funding for NPR. Please help us support public radio 
during the fund drive and call in when the blues society is volunteering during Kevin Yazell's Rolling Stones Hour and 
Saturday Night Blues Party. Your help is critical to their continued success. 
 
Just a reminder that KBS membership dues will increase on May 1. Single memberships will increase to $20, double 
memberships to $25 and band memberships to $30. Avoid the increase by mailing in your membership before May 1. 
You can also join or renew on the KBS website at kbsblues.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary 

 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Letter From the Prez 

Joseph William “Pinetop” Perkins  
July 7, 1913 - March 21, 2011 

 

Winner of three Grammys and twelve consecutive Blues Music (WC 
Handy) Awards, boogie-woogie piano icon Pinetop Perkins passed away 
at his Austin home on March 21st of cardiac arrest. Pinetop was one of 
the last of the generation who learned the music first hand in juke joints 
and at house parties rather than from recordings. He recorded a few origi-
nal tunes and interpreted blues standards from such singers as Ivory Joe 
Hunter, Louis Jordan, Leroy Carr and Howlin’ Wolf. Sideman to such leg-
endary artists as Muddy Waters, Sonny Boy Williamson and B.B. King, 
Perkins never had a solo album until the release of “After Hours” on 
Blind Pig Records in 1988. The tour in support of that album also featured 
Jimmy Rogers and Hubert Sumlin. Just last month Pinetop became the 
oldest performer ever to win a Grammy. At age 97, he won for Best Tradi-
tional Blues Album, “Joined at the Hip”, which he recorded with Willie 
"Big Eyes" Smith. “I remember the days when I played at chicken fights 
and your only pay was the dead chicken,” he once told the New York 
Times. “But now I can’t retire even if I want to. Everybody’s calling me.”  
His booking agent, Hugh Southard, recalled in an interview that the long-
lived bluesman’s performance contract called for two double cheeseburg-
ers, two apple pies and a medium Sprite from McDonald’s. For the re-
cord, he got his name from the song “Pinetop’s Boogie Woogie” (which 
was written and originally performed by Pinetop Smith)...not the other way 
around! 

Photo of Pinetop Perkins at the 2008 Chicago 
Blues Festival by Keith S. Clements  



 
Kentuckiana Blues Society 

2011 Festival Schedule 
 
Below is a list of this year’s festivals in the Kentuckiana area with their corresponding website addresses.   
More information will come in future Blues News issues and on the KBS website at http://kbsblues.org/. 
 
May 13-14  International Bar-B-Que Festival (Owensboro, KY) 
   http://www.bbqfest.com/ 
May 21  Pitt Academy Bar-B-Q Festival (Louisville, KY) 
   http://pitt.com/ 
May 29  Blues Between the Bridges (Lexington, KY) 
   http://www.gbusy.com/ 
June 3-4  Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues Festival (Louisville, KY) 
   https://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_110578105688306 
June 4   Lake Cumberland Blues, Boats and BBQ Fest (Jamestown, KY) 
   http://www.lakecumberlandbluesfest.com/ 
June 11-18  Handy Blues & Barbecue Festival (Henderson, KY) 
   http://www.handyblues.org/ 
June 17-18  Smokin' On The River (Jeffersonville, IN) 
   http://www.smokinontheriverbbq.com/ 
June 18  Blues, Grooves and Spirits (Greensburg, IN) 
   http://www.gbusy.com/ 
July 8-9  Louisville Blues-n-Barbecue Festival (Louisville, KY) 
   http://www.bisig.com/ 
July 15-16  Master Musicians Festival (Somerset, KY) 
   http://www.mastermusiciansfestival.com/ 
Aug. 5-6  Cincy Blues Festival (Cincinnati, OH) 
   http://cincyblues.org/ 
Aug. 12-13  Blues, Cruise & BBQ (French Lick, IN) 
   http://www.bluescruiseandbbq.com/ 
Aug. 12-14  Capital City Blues Festival (Frankfort, KY) 
   http://www.facebook.com/capitalcitybluesfestival#!/group.php?gid=131093936678 
Aug. 19-20  Madison Ribberfest (Madison, IN) 
   http://www.madisonribberfest.com/ 
Aug. 25-27  Bean Blossom Blues Festival (Bean Blossom, IN) 
   http://beanblossomblues.com/ 
Aug. 26-27  Ken Lake's Hot August Blues Festival (Hardin, KY) 
   http://www.hotaugustbluesfestival.com/ 
Aug. 27-28  Art in Speed Park (Sellerburg, IN) 
   http://artinspeedpark.com/ 
Sept. 9-10  Music at the Point (Carrollton, KY) 
   http://www.bluestothepoint.net/ 
Sept. 9-10  Blues at the Crossroads (Terre Haute, IN) 
   http://www.bluesatthecrossroads.com/ 
Oct. 7-8  Garvin Gate Blues Festival (Louisville, KY) 
   http://garvingatebluesfestival.com/ 
 
If you know of any additional festivals in our area that are not listed please email the information to 
prez@kbsblues.org. Thank you. 
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Blues Bites 

Photos by C. Michael Stewart 

Ana Popovic at Stevie Ray’s February 13th. 

Photo by Gary Sampson 

The Jacks at Air Devils Inn January 29th. 

 

The Jaywalkers 

This is a picture (courtesy of Living Blues Magazine) of 
James Cotton performing at Silvio’s Lounge in Chicago 
in 1957. Look close...do you know who is playing 
drums? (See page 11 for answer.) 
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New Music Reviews! 

USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY  40205

                            STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
          SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

Jimmy Brown
Owner

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661

www.guitar-emporium.com

Get More Blues News  
from 

the Keith S. Clements Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble 

in the 
LOUISVILLE MUSIC NEWS 

Ain't Got No Troubles 
Eden Brent 
Yellow Dog Records 
 

Eden Brent's boogie piano and whiskey-smoked voice carry 12 tunes on her new CD, which 
fuse gritty and rootsy elements with an unmistakable New Orleans flavor where Brent seems to 
have truly found a new home. 
 

Produced by Colin Linden in the Crescent City, the Mississippi native's second release on the 
Yellow Dog label is energetic, yet relaxed in a way only New Orleans-influenced music can be. 
Brent seems to truly be having fun, and the whole recording evokes scenes of good times in a 

corner bar.     
 

Brent's sweet southern drawl and talented hands could cause comparisons to be made. Press materials include her 
"Bessie Smith meets Diana Krall meets Janis Joplin attitude," and then reference both Norah Jones and Sarah Vaughn. 
One thing for sure: she's memorable. 
 

Credit must also be given to Linden, whose production work is becoming legendary in some circles. He lends some tasty 
slide guitar to the instrumental mix and in general did an excellent job in presenting, and executing, the overall mood and 
tone of this CD. Of course, Brent is always out front, just where she needs to be. 
 

There are only excellent tunes on this CD, although a few bear mentioning. The title track, one of eight written by Brent, 
is the quintessential New Orleans good-times song. However, the piano-driven opener "Someone to Love" really sets the 
tone for the rest of the set list. Every appropriate ingredient that could be included for this song creates a perfect recipe 
for a great listening experience. It's bouncy, up-tempo, has some nice piano solos and features Brent's great sense of 
rhythm and vocal delivery. Track three ("Blues All Over") is old-time, toe-tappin' piano blues at its best, and Brent even 
occasionally stretches her voice to a tiny growl on occasion. And "Let's Boogie-Woogie" well, let's just say Jerry Lee 
couldn't do it any better. 
 

One thing more about this great recording: If she's this good in the studio, it's probably a safe bet she's also a great live 
performer as well. 

 

Les Reynolds              

Editor’s note:  An article in last month’s issue indicated that some of the acts had been unable to make it to Memphis for the IBC 
competition due to bad weather. Jay Sieleman, Executive Director of the Blues Foundation (also, evidently, a reader of our own 
Blues News!) emailed me and asked that I correct that impression. He says that every act made it in time to perform their opening 
set on Wednesday night. All 193 of them! 
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100 Miles To Go 
Mitch Kashmar & The Pontiax 
Delta Groove Productions 
 

Before Mitch Kashmar’s rise to fame with his hit 2005 Delta Groove CD “Nickels and Dimes”, in fact WELL 
before that, circa 1989, he was a member of a band called The Pontiax. The Pontiax played around south-
ern California including the LA area. While there, he played with James Harmon, Kid Ramos, and Holly-
wood Fats, Rod Piazza, Kim Wilson, and others. He also recorded with William Clarke, and Jimmy Mo-
rello. The music on this CD was recorded in that era and has now been re-released by Delta Groove. 
Randy Chortkoff, a fellow “harp dog” as Kashmar refers to him, and founder of Delta Groove, decided to 
include the original songs and 2 new bonus tracks recorded by the reunited original band. 
 

Anyone unfamiliar with Kashmar should know that he is an excellent singer and harmonica player. The rest of the Pontiax are Bill Flo-
res on guitar and tenor sax, Jon Lawton on guitar, Jack Kennedy on bass, and Tom Lackner on drums. 
 

The first 10 songs on the CD are the original recording from 1989. Every one of these tunes is excellent. I must say that the original 
recordings were done very well and captured a great west coast blues sound in the vein of Hollywood Fats or Rod Piazza.   
 

After listening to the original music, I wish they had recorded more. After listening to the new songs, I wish they would record more 
new songs too. 
 

I last reviewed Kashmar’s music on his CD “Live at Labatt”, released in 2008. On that CD, one of the original band members, Tom 
Lackner performs. Kashmar only sees his former band members occasionally, but was delighted to get together with them for this re-
cording. One of the new songs “Petroleum Blues” is a protest song of sorts that links our dependence on fossil fuels to the current 
wars in the Mideast, implying that it is all about the oil.  
 

This CD comes highly recommended by me. It is one of the best this year. Visit www.deltagrooveproductions.com for a sound clip or 
two. 

Bob Brown  

Have Blues, Will Travel 
Smokin’ Joe Kubek and Bnois King 
Alligator Records 
 

These two always give us a good blues CD. Their last, “Blood Brothers”, was also a keeper for me. 
Smokin’ Joe Kubek and Bnois King wrote all twelve songs and Kubek produced this album with Bruce 
Iglauer. My favorite cuts are “RU4 Real?”, and “Payday in America”, but all are good blues. The guitar 
playing is great, with Kubek on lead, slide and rhythm guitars. King does the vocals and also plays lead 
and rhythm guitar. John Morrison on bass and Adrian Marchi on drums round out this blues band, along 
with Gary Long on cowbells on “Out of Body, Out of Mind”. The CD opens with the title song, “Have Blues, 
Will Travel”.  
Recorded and mixed by Sterling Winfield at Nomad Recording Studios in Carrollton, Texas…less than five 

miles from my Dallas house.  
Carolyn Joyce 

NOTE: Smokin’ Joe Kubek and Bnois King will be the closing act for the Smokin’ On The River Blues and BBQ 
Festival on the Jeffersonville riverfront June 18th.  

Chasin’ Tail 
Anni Piper 
Blues Leaf Records 
 

First, read the CD liner notes. This is a BLUES newsletter. So, read the liner notes before listening to this 
CD. There's a strong hint in there of what you'll hear. This Aussie blues music award-winner writes: 
"Thanks to...John Durr--for letting me be a rock chick this time around..." 
Whoever Mr. Durr is, he must've had some say in this recording's musical direction, although he is not 
listed on the main credits. The photo on the front cover also clues you in on Ms. Piper's instrument of 
choice: bass. Her other main "instrument" is her big, rich, full-bodied voice.  
 

Eight of these 11 tunes are Piper originals, or at least co-written with guitarist Sam Buckley--who is quite 
skilled and adds some wicked slide to the mix on at least one tune. More about that in a moment. The other half of the rhythm section 
is drummer Reuben Alexander. This is a simple, three-piece band playing uncomplicated rock music with a heavy blues influence. 
 

This reviewer's notes, track for track, include phrases like "blues rock" "funk blues" "slow blues rock" and "Hendrix"--oops. The final 
track is a Hendrix cover ("Voodoo Child--Slight Return"). 
All the tunes are pretty good--oddly enough, two of the best from the list are not Piper originals. "If You Be My Baby" (Adams/Green)" 
is a gritty blues rocker which showcases Piper's great voice. "Hideaway" is a 1, 4, 5-chord progression toe-tapper reminiscent of El-
more James. The best tune is at track three. "The Whistleblower," (Piper) is a real blues-rock stomp featuring some well-played slide 
by Buckley. 
 

Strong blues influence, with some true blues tunes. However, Ms. Piper was correct in her thank-you's. Someone "allowed" her to be 
a real rocker chick this time around. Not bad, but not all 100% blues, either. 
 

Les Reynolds  
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MERF Presents The 2nd Annual Viva La Diva 
November 21, 2010 - Jim Porter’s 

Photos by Christopher Boone 

Patti Cain and Amy Schweitzer Johnson 

Kentucky Thunder 

Appreciative Fans Dance the Night Away 
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by 
mail, discounts at our sponsors and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two people at the same address, two membership 
cards and one newsletter) is $20 per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a 
membership card for each band member. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News 
weekly update e-mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at 
www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon above and send with your payment to: 

 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($25 US ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT 
KBS EVENTS 

CITY/ST/ZIP 
____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


