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                                                                                                   Future of the Blues                                                 Photo by Bob Brown 
 

7-year-old Grace Dukes takes a turn at drums with Jimmy G & the Sidewinders during the Garvin Gate Blues Festival last 
October. Richard Dukes, Grace's father who also sat in with the band, said his daughter started playing the drums as soon 
as she could hold the sticks in her hand. The stool with the drum kit was too tall for Grace to sit on, so the blues society 
loaned a plastic tub for her to use in its place. 



2 BLUES NEWS   January 2009 

Coming in February 
Zena’s Last Blast 

Upcoming Festivals and Events 

We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2009: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Keith Clements – secretary 

Chris Grube – treasurer 
 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, 
come on out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM at O’Shea’s, 956 
Baxter Avenue) and take your pick! We receive promo re-
leases from the major blues labels as well as regional and 
local bands. If you review a CD, it’s yours to keep! 

CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT: 
 

GENERAL INFO 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

 

KBS EVENTS 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER 
Natalie Carter  (502) 893-8031 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

 

Affiliated Member 

www.blues.org 
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If you move, let us know your change of ad-
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USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY  40205

                            STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
          SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

Jimmy Brown
Owner

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661
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Get more Blues News from the  
Keith S. Clements  
monthly feature 

“I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble” in the  
Louisville Music News. 
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Letter From the Prez 

On Saturday, November 29, a New Orleans-style funeral was held at 122 West Main Street in Louisville, KY to bid 
adieu to a good friend who had been around for 79 years. There were a few tears but mostly songs and stories as our 
blues community said goodbye to Zena's Cafe. The bar had more people in it that night than I had ever seen at any 
other time - a testament to the fact that this blues cafe touched the lives of many in our city. The Pure Gravel Band, 
Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues, the Clay Street Blues All Stars, Tanita Gaines, Tim Krekel and a few other guest 
performers provided the music for the evening. The last band stopped playing at around three in the morning and when 
I looked at my cell phone just before I walked out the door it was a few minutes before 6 am. Who cared? It was the last 
night and no one wanted it to end. I will have more to say about Zena's closing night with photos from the evening in a 
future edition of Blues News but right now I just want to say thank you Mary Jean Zena. Thank you Randy Zena. Thank 
you Larry and Corrine and everyone who worked over the years to keep this great blues bar alive. Like a good friend 
you will missed and you will bring a smile to our faces when we stop and think about you. 
 

Apparently the blues gods are not quite done with that location near the corner of 2nd and Main streets. Local restaura-
teur Scott Risinger has leased the space previously occupied by Zena's and has plans to open a blues cafe in the very near future. Tenta-
tively titled “Harley's Blues Cafe”, (Harley is Scott's first name), the bar will feature a mix of blues, sports and food. Scott said that's a given 
with the new Louisville Arena going up practically across the street.  “I want the place to be cool and gritty,” Scott said. He plans to clean it 
up a little but keep the feel of a blues bar.  “I want the construction workers from the arena site to feel like they can walk in here with their 
dusty boots on and be comfortable.”  Scott and his wife Sharon have a lot of experience starting new venues in town. They've opened sev-
eral restaurants and bars including the Third Avenue Cafe, the Highland Tap Room and the Bluegrass Brewing Company in Theater 
Square among others. They currently own and operate the Amici Cafe in Old Louisville. Scott said he wants to bring the food up a notch 
and slowly expand throughout the building and the back courtyard area. In fact, he is looking for investors to get involved in this project. He 
plans to sells shares at $400 apiece with a minimum purchase of 10 shares or $4,000 per investor. With this financial assistance Scott 
wants to make improvements to the building and eventually open the second and third floors for business. Interested parties can reach him 
at 639-7135. Serious inquiries only, please. 
 

In the December issue of the newsletter I neglected to thank James Gaetano of Jimmy's Music Center for donating the guitar strap for the 
custom-made guitar we raffled off at our 20th anniversary party in November. Jimmy's has been a great supporter of the blues society. Be-
sides providing our members with a 10% discount, Jimmy's also sells KBS t-shirts, caps and pins. Stop by and see them sometime in their 
new location at 123 East Market Street in New Albany, IN.  
 

In future editions of the newsletter, we want to start running profiles of local blues bands. If you would like your band considered for inclu-
sion in a Blues News newsletter, fill out the form at the bottom of this page and email or mail us the information. We will publish as many as 
we can. 

Gary 

Photo by Bob Brown 
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Kentuckiana Blues Society Celebrates its 20th Year  
By Throwing Itself a Party at the Vernon Club  

Your Blues Society has thrown a birthday 
party for its members, (guests welcome), for 
years. We found a place that would have us, 
hired a band, supplied food for free, and let 
members in free – charging guests a minimal 
fee. No matter how few members or guests 
showed up, the bands always played like they 
were playing to a full house and those pre-
sent (usually not over 30 of us) ate until we 
were full and still had pizza or BBQ to take 
home with us. Fun for the few, but the major-
ity missed out on a good birthday bash.  
 

For the 20th Birthday Party, President 
Sampson – still strong after Delilah had done 
her job – decided that this year would be dif-
ferent. We rented the newly renovated 
Vernon Club (located downstairs at Louis-
ville’s oldest bowling alley, the Vernon Lanes 
on Story Avenue, both of which date back to 
the 1880’s). You could dance, drink beer, and 
watch the bowling balls roll across the ceiling 
on their way back to their throwers. There 
was plenty of well-lit parking, a covered out-
door smoking area and a cash bar. One dif-
ference was that the food was not provided 
for free, but was available on a cash basis. 
Chef JT’s Smokin’ Spice BBQ provided 
scrumptious rib tips, pork sausages, brisket 
sandwiches, chicken and grilled fish, with 
baked beans, mixed greens and potato salad. 
The money we saved on food (and then 
some) went towards not one, but TWO re-
gional bands, along with some extra advertis-
ing, which you may have noticed in several 
papers around town or heard on WFPK. You 
may also have seen the color posters at ear-
X-tacy or in cafes, music stores and other 
places around town.  
 

A presentation of the history of the society 
and its peoples played in the side room all 
night, via a slide show prepared by Blues 
News editor extraordinaire Natalie. Pictures 
and memorabilia were supplied by group 
members and friends, including KBS blues 
curmudgeon emeritus Keith Clements and 
former Blues News editor Paul Schneider. A 
very interesting show covering a 20 year his-
tory.  
 

Music for the night was provided by Miss 
Lissa and Company from Dayton, OH and by 
the Beat Daddys from Nashville, by way of 
Mississippi and Evansville, IN. Instead of 30 
people, we had over 200 enthusiastic guests, 
including at least 6 Sylvester Weaver Award 
winners. A great time was had by all, and if 
you were there, I think you will agree that we 
gave your Blues Society a 20th Birthday party 
worth remembering. Thanks to all who at-
tended and to all the individuals who acted as 
a group to pull this thing off.  
 

Nelson Grube 

 

Photos by C. Michael Stewart 
Gary welcomes five previous Sylvester Weaver award winners to the stage. Left 
to right, co-founder and first KBS president Rocky Adcock (2000), Mark Stein 
(2002), John Burgard (2005), Keith Clements (2004) and Mike Lynch (2006). Not 
pictured, 1998 winner Lamont Gillispie also attended.  

Photo by Keith S. Clements 
KBS volunteers Sandy French, Sam Sloss, Chris and 
Nelson Grube. 

Photo by Keith S. Clements 
Luthier Custom Built 
Guitars built this guitar 
especially for the Ken-
tuckiana Blues Society, 
to be raffled off at our 
20th anniversary party. 
Congratulations to the 
lucky winner...KBS 
member Hubert Holder.  

Photo by Ann Brown 
KBS board members Bob Brown, VP Deb “Raffle 
Queen” Wilson and President Gary Sampson draw 
for the custom guitar. 
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Photo by Bob Brown 
...and Company. On lead guitar, Eric Henry. Mike Jordan on piano and organ, Marty Romie on bass and Rob 
Adamson on drums. 

Photo by C. Michael Stewart                     Photos by Les Reynolds                            
Miss Lissa…                                                                                                   

Photo by Bob Brown 
KBS member Jeannie Doak’s “Blues Bible” birthday 
cake. 

Photo by Bob Brown 
Gary greets Wayne Young and guest at the door.  
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Photos by Keith S. Clements 
The Beat Daddys. Left to right, Jon Rochner, Tommy Stillwell, Dave Sappington and Larry Grisham. 

Miss Lissa (Melissa Young) and Tommy Stillwell 

Miss Lissa and Larry Grisham 

Miss Lissa with the Beat Daddys 
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Want your band profiled in the Blues News? See Page 3! 

New Music Reviews! 

Live at Rosa’s Blues Lounge  
Little Arthur Duncan 
Delmark DVD DE-793 
 

This is the newest in a growing list of DVD’s that Delmark has recorded in Chicago clubs to give 
those of us who are not so fortunate to live in the windy city. It is another great recording, this time of 
Little Arthur Duncan, who grew up in Indianola Mississippi, just down the road from Muddy Waters.  
 

There are 16 tracks on the DVD in addition to a Little Arthur Commentary. The band consists of Little 
Arthur Duncan (His father was Big Arthur)vocals and harmonica, Illinois Slim on Guitar, Rick Kreher 
on second guitar, Michael Azzi on bass, Twist Turner on drums and Little Al Thomas, vocals on one 
song.  

 

Duncan brought the Mississippi blues to Chicago with him in 1954, after living in Florida for about 4 years. He and Earl 
Hooker, who he met in Florida, made the trip to Chicago together.   He honed his harp skills while in Chicago listening to 
Billy Boy Arnold, and Carey Bell, and played around town.   
 

Duncan was a construction worker and bought a Chicago club to keep him occupied during the construction shut down of 
the winters. He owned the Artesia Lounge on Lake Street and later the Backscratcher’s on West Madison Street. During 
that period he booked a lot of good acts but rarely performed himself outside his own club. A landlord problem with the 
club eventually shut the club down, but gave Duncan the chance to start performing again himself. 
 

Duncan is decidedly not a great singer-his voice doesn’t have the rough hewn deep blues that mark a lot of blues vocals. 
His delivery, however, makes up for any lack of range of his voice. Listening to him sing (and listening to his commentary) 
one can tell that he is still just a good ol’ Mississippi country boy. 
 

Most of the songs are covers, but they are all of the type that suites Duncan’s style and fit him well, starting out with his 
original “Leaving Mississippi”. Other songs include “Mean Old Frisco” by Arthur Crudup, “Little Red Rooster” by Willie 
Dixon, “Blues with a Feeling” by Little Walter, and others. The band’s performance is excellent and the recording is in Del-
mark’s usual flawless style.   
 

This is yet another DVD to add to your blues collection. 
 
 

Bob Brown 
 

Editor’s Note: Shortly after this DVD was reviewed, Little Arthur Duncan passed away on August 20, 2008.  

Ice Storm 
Scott Ellison 
Earwig Records 739788495622 
 

Scott Ellison hails from Tulsa Oklahoma, not normally considered a hotbed of blues music. It was 
Tulsa that introduced him, however, to Eric Clapton’s and Freddie King’s bands. Ellison began tour-
ing in 1977 as a guitar player for Jessica James (Conway Twitty’s daughter). In 1981, Ellison was 
tapped by Gatemouth Brown and by the 90’s, he had his own blues band and was opening for bands 
like the Fabulous Thunderbirds, Bobby Bland and Buddy Guy. He considers opening for B.B. King, 

the highlight of his career.  
  

Ellison’s guitar based blues rock is better than most that fit into that category. There is more blues here than rock and his 
use of guitar is appropriate for the vocals and he doesn’t overdo it with searing guitar licks. Instead, his tasteful chops ac-
cent the beat and add fills for the vocals.   
 

There are 12 songs on the CD, all originals by Ellison. The rest of the band, unfortunately, are too numerous to mention- 
23 musicians, 6 background vocalists and two horn sections. It is to his credit, though, that Ellison keeps his “identity”, or 
sound, with such a large accompanying group. 
 

This CD is a very good CD and I recommend it. Visit him at www.myspace.com/scottellisonband.   
 
 

Bob Brown 
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KBS International Blues Challenge 
Blues Band Competition  

Photo by David True 
The Big Poppa Stampley Band. Left to right; BG Johnson, 
Big Poppa (Mark) Stampley, Michael Bailey. 

Photo by David True 
Chuck Wells & the Stone Cold Blues Band. Left to right; 
Greg Walker, Chuck Wells, Scott Stewart. 

Photo by David True 
Johnny Roy & the Rub Tones. Left to right; Matt Noel, Jim 
Turner, Johnny Roy. 

Photo by David True 
One Shot Johnny. Left to right; Joe Shirley, Jeremiah Kelley, 
Randy Colvin. 

Photo by David True 
The Stella Vees. Left to right; Tim Dennison, Steve Parrish, 
Mark Hoekstra, Jason Lockwood. 

Photo by David True 
WINNERS: Cheryl Renee & Them Bones. Left to right; Al Tho-
mas, Larry Marlott, Cheryl Renee, Merry Herbert. 

CHERYL RENEE AND THEM BONES, TYRONE COTTON AND DANNY KIELY, AND KING SONIC… 
GOOD LUCK IN MEMPHIS!  
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KBS International Blues Challenge 
Solo/Duo and Self-Produced CD Competitions 

All solo/duo photos courtesy of contestants; Kiely & Cotton 
photo by Dave True. Contestants above: 1). Big Poppa Stam-
pley; 2). Down Dog (Jim McGee & Lewis Lowery); 3). Harmonica 
Red (Obie Cox); 4). S&B Blues Express (Steve Boros & Cole 
Stevens); 5). Spanky & Pat (Pat Morley & Sondra Presley); 6). 
Walter Lay; 7). Wayne Harper; and the winners, 8). Danny Kiely 
& Tyrone Cotton. Pictured left: entries for the Best Self-
Produced CD category: Mr. Keith Little’s “Take it Off and Get 
Loose With It” and winner, King Sonic’s “Character Flaws. Not 
pictured, Cheryl Renee & Them Bones “Live”. Congratulations 
and GOOD LUCK to the winners! 

1 2 

3 4 5 
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT! 
 

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by 
mail, discounts at our sponsors and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two people at the same address, two membership 
cards and one newsletter) is $20 per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a 
membership card for each band member. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News 
weekly update e-mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at 
www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon above and send with your payment to: 

 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S) ____________________________________ 

_______ DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ BAND MEMBERSHIP ($25 US ENCLOSED) ADDRESS ____________________________________ 

_______ 
I AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT 
KBS EVENTS CITY/ST/ZIP ____________________________________ 

 Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


