
1 BLUES NEWS   July 2013 

Kentuckiana Blues Society  
Celebrating Our Twenty-Fifth Year! 
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The 16th Annual Louisville Blues-n-Barbecue Festival takes place Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 
19 through July 21, at the Louisville Water Tower. The tower is located at River Rd. and Zorn Ave. 
just east of downtown Louisville. The Friday night headliner is Claudette King (photo center), daugh-
ter of legendary bluesman B.B. King. On Saturday night, the Chicago Rhythm & Blues Kings featur-
ing Gene "Daddy D" Barge (photo left) close out the night. Eddie Shaw (photo right) & the Wolf 
Gang, also from Chicago, will bring the festival to a conclusion on Sunday night. KBS members will 
now receive free admission to all three days of the festival, but passes will not be mailed this year. 
A  current KBS membership card will need to be presented at the gate for free admission. Get all the 
details and see the full schedule inside this issue of Blues News 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2013: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Les Reynolds – secretary 
Chris Grube – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out 
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) and 
take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major blues 
labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a CD, it’s 
yours to keep! 

ATTENTION KBS MEMBERS 
 

This year the Bisig Impact Group will provide free admission to all three days of the Louisville Blues-n-
Barbecue Festival to each KBS member. HOWEVER, NO passes will be mailed to your home. When you arrive 
at the event proceed to ticket gate where admission tickets are purchased. Give the worker your name and 
show your KBS membership card. Admission is free for KBS members only and there will be no in-and-out 
privileges. Many thanks to the Bisig Impact Group for their continued support of the KBS and blues in our 
community. 

This Month in Blues History 
Submitted by Bob Brown 

July              BORN July  DIED 

01 Willie Dixon, 1915 3 Mississippi Fred McDowell, 1972 

03 Mississippi John Hurt, 1893 27 Lightnin’ Slim, 1974 

30 Buddy Guy, 1936   
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Some changes have occurred for this year's Louisville Blues-n-Barbecue Festival at the water 
tower. The event has been moved from the second weekend in July to the third weekend. 
This year's dates are Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 19, 20 and 21. Check out the full-
page ad in this issue of Blues News. The move was made so the blues festival would not con-
flict with the Forecastle festival held at the Belvedere. This year the Bisig Impact Group will 
provide free admission to all three days of the festival to every KBS member. No passes will 
be mailed to your home. When you arrive at the water tower go to the ticket gate and present 
your KBS membership card. They will check your membership against a list of members pro-
vided to them by the KBS. Admission is free for KBS members only and there will be no in-
and-out privileges. Many thanks to the Bisig Impact Group for their continued support of the 
KBS and blues in our community. Check out their website at http://bisigimpactgroup.com/ 
 

In late May the venue previously known as Uncle Pleasant's reopened as The New Vintage. 
Hunter Embry and Dave Chale are operating the bar, grille and music venue located at 2126 
South Preston Street. The venue will feature all types of music including a blues night the third 

Wednesday of every month. Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues will play the first blues showcase on Wednesday, 
July 17. Mark and the Pentones from New Orleans, LA will play a benefit for the KBS at The New Vintage on Friday, July 
26. Admission is $10 and all proceeds from the door go to benefit the Kentuckiana Blues Society. You can find more in-
formation on The New Vintage at http://www.newvintagelouisville.com/. 
 

Congratulations to the Hoodoo Blues Band, winner of the KBS Blues Challenge band contest on Sunday, June 2. Band 
members Rick Cain, John Burgard, Mike Lynch and Mike Alger will represent the KBS at the International Blues Chal-
lenge next January in Memphis. G. Miles and the Hitmen of Newport, KY came in second and Laurie Jane and the 45's of 
Louisville came in third. Don't forget that the KBS Blues Challenge Solo/Duo contest is Sunday, August 11 at the Maple 
Inn on Taylorsville Rd. 
 

Other notable events this month include the Charles Walker Band from Milwaukee, WI at the Hideaway Saloon on Sun-
day, July 14. Delicious Blues Stew of Nashville, TN will be at Willow Park in the Cherokee Triangle on Sunday, July 21 as 
part of their summer concert series. Frank Bang and the Secret Stash of Chicago return to Stevie Ray's on Friday, July 
26. Aaron Neville will be at the Belterra Casino in Florence, IN on Saturday, July 27.   
 

We are still looking for sponsors for the Louisville Blues Compilation CD that we plan to sell at our 25th Anniversary Cele-
bration in November. Sponsorships are $200 each and you get your name, or the name of your organization or company, 
in the credits and a copy of the CD. If you are interested, please contact me at prez@kbsblues.org or 502/724-9971. 
 
 

Gary 

Photo by Cheryl Cissell 

Letter From The Prez 
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Lake Cumberland Blues, Boats and BBQ 
May 11, 2013          Photos by William Peeples 
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New Music Reviews! 
Rory Block 
I Belong To The Band 
Stony Plain Music 
 

Rory Block has released what seems to be her umpteenth tribute record, this  one to the late Reverend Gary 
Davis. She stays very true to the spirit and style  of Davis's gospel music, 11 tunes in all. 
 

Little, if  any, new  ground is  broken here;  but it's  good. If  you like Rory Block, you'll  probably like  this re-
cording. Although, Rory's  sounding a  bit vocally strained  at times. Never one  to quite  acclimate to  the really  
high notes, her attempts in the higher  registers don't sound so great here, and her lower tones, where she 

sounded pretty good in the past, well...Rory's gonna have to stay in the "pocket" from now on.    
 

Country/Gospel Blues has  always been a  mainstay of Rory's  repertoire, so this recording was  likely not  much of  a stretch  for her. 
She is  still her usual strident, strong and skillful self, her guitar ability still much  in evidence. Her trademark vicious slide attacks are 
toned way down here, though - the sounds a bit more subtle. Could that be perhaps a constraint due to stylistic adherence to the true 
spirit of Davis' music? An assumption, but a decent guess, perhaps. Also, on  some  tunes, Rory  is  very  much the  "preacher"  in  
that "call-and -response" manner she seems to adopt so easily during guitar solos. 
 

Most of  the tunes  sound quite  similar to  each other, as might  be expected, although "Lord, I Feel Just Like Goin' On," and the title 
track stand out a bit. Also, track 10  ("I Am the  Light of This  World") - which  has been covered  by others - is an excellent rendition! 
And, like the song says, to  paraphrase it  - as long as Rory Block is in the world, she will be a light for country, and gospel, blues. 
 

Les Reynolds 

Nanette Workman 
Just Gettin’ Started 
Bros (Canada) 
 

Past what many of us call "retirement" age, Nanette Workman is belting out song after song up there in Que-
bec. She's likely unknown to most folks down in the Lower 48. And if the title track is any indication, this woman 
might just have a few more years left in those pipes.  
 

Workman, born in 1945 in New York City (New York City!), raised in Mississippi, and based most of her career 
in Quebec, was influenced by musical parents (Broadway, big bands), and even spent time on stage herself, has sung for TV and the 
big screen, and had numerous stints as a backup singer. So, after decades of this, it's no surprise her sound has taken on that earthy, 
somewhat sandy grit that often accompanies years of vocal work. In this case, it's a good thing. 
 

This 13-song CD would be labeled blues-rock and rock-blues, which suits Workman's edgy vocals quite well. Even with the occasional 
tremble in a held note, she still sounds sassy and brassy, unwilling to let the years get the better of her.  
 

While not every single tune can be decidedly labeled pure blues, it's easy to see the influence, at least, and most are quite good. The 
title track sets the tone with its big, swinging, rockin' bluesy rhythm and enthusiastic delivery. The backing vocals and refrain sound a 
tad cheesy, but...hey, can't be perfect, right? 
 

Perhaps the best cut on the CD is a rendition of Bobby Womack's "It's All Over Now." Steve Segal's screaming, serpentine electric 
slide guitar sounds like Billy Gibbons (ZZ Top) meets Sonny Landreth - the highlight of that tune. 
 

On the cover of the Stones’ "Wild Horses," Workman shares lead, and harmonizes, with pop French-Canadian singer Anik Jean, and 
the two, along with guitarist Frank Marino, pull it off in a solid, nothin' fancy, manner. 
 

One of the bluesiest numbers is track six ("What the Heck"), a Workman-Segal original. While the lyrics might not be so bluesy, the 
beat, melody, and instrumentation (complete with muted trumpet) are totally blues. 
 

The next track ("Tell Somebody," by Sass Jordan), introduces a trio of Canadian sisters: Marie-Eve, Caroline and Karine Riverin -- 
backup singers. Nice!!! Bluesy, funky and gospel-style delivery at times sounds a lot like Dylan's "Gotta Serve Somebody". The sis-
terly trio can be heard on a few more tracks after this one, too. (Pay attention to them.) 
 

The aforementioned Sass Jordan teams up vocally with Workman on "Memphis Jane" (J.A. Miller) and the two sound great together. 
 

Another cut deserving mention is Leiber and Stoller's "Young Blood", which has been covered by numerous artists over the years, and 
this group does an excellent rocked-up version led by the smokey-voiced Workman and guitarist Steve Hill, with some nice blues harp 
from Carl Tremblay. 
 

All-in-all, quite a nice effort. Workman has an eye and ear for the right kind of talent to surround herself with, and selects music to fit 
with her mature voice. This gal's still got it. Hopefully we'll hear more from her. 
 
 

Les Reynolds 



Friday, July 19th
5pm – 11:30pm 

Toad STraNgLer  
5:30pm - 7:15pm

LiTTLe T & a 
7:45pm – 9pm

CLaudeTTe KiNg
(daughter of B.B. King)

9:30pm - 11:30pm

Saturday, July 20th
4pm  – 11:30pm

Joe deBow
4pm - 5pm

The PredaTorS
5:30pm - 7:15pm

The STray CaT  
BLueS BaNd
7:45pm – 9pm

The ChiCago rhyThm  
& BLueS KiNgS

(featuring gene “daddy d” Barge)

9:30pm - 11:30pm

Sunday, July 21St
1pm – 7pm

KiNgSoNiC
1pm – 2:30pm

mr. Jimmy
(formerly hellfish)

3pm – 4:30pm

eddie Shaw &  
The woLFgaNg

5pm - 7pm

No food, drink or pets allowed!  
Lawn chairs and blankets welcome.

Cost: $8 before 6pm, $11 after 6pm,  
Kids 10 and under free.

For more information visit  
LouisvilleBluesandBBQFestival.com  

or call 502-583-0333

LouiSviLLe waTer Tower
RiveR Road & ZoRn ave.

Live Blues Music • Great Barbecue  
Kids entertainment area  

Free Parking

July 19, 20 
& 21, 2013
July 19, 20 
& 21, 2013



Kentuckiana Blues Society Survey * 2013 

 

 

 

 

Please help us improve the Kentuckiana Blues Society by completing this short questionnaire.  

You may remain anonymous. Thanks for your support. (Survey can be found on-line at http://kbsblues.org/survey.htm) 

1. Are you a member of the Kentuckiana Blues Society? * 

(   ) Yes, I am a current member  (   ) No, I have never been   (   ) Not now, but I have been a member in the past  

2. Current annual membership dues are $20 for a single member and $25 for a dual membership. 75% to 80% of the 

membership dues go to pay for printing and postage costs to distribute the monthly newsletter. Should the dues be 

raised to help cover other costs of the organization? *   

(   ) Dues are appropriate  (   ) Dues are too high  (   ) Dues are too low  

3. One way for KBS to cut costs would be to stop mailing the monthly newsletter and make it available on-line to 

members. Is this a good idea? *   

(   ) Yes, it will save costs and trees, I would read it on-line  

(   ) No, I enjoy getting the newsletter in the mail and holding it in my hand  

(   ) Either way is fine  

(   ) I don't have on-line access  

  

1 - Most 

Important 
2 3 4 

5 - Least 

Important  

Letter from the Prez 
 

(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 
 

New Music Reviews (CDs) 
 

(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 
 

Kentuckiana Blues Calendar 

(Monthly)  
(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 

 

Articles & Photos of Events 

& Musicians  
(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 

 

 

5. What additional information would you like to see in the newsletter, Blues News?  

 
6. How often do you visit the KBS web site (http://kbsblues.org) ? *   

(  ) Daily  (   ) Weekly  (   ) Monthly  (   ) Rarely  (   ) Never visited KBSBlues.org  

  

 

 



KBS Survey 2013  Page 2 

7. Name three major national blues acts you would like to see perform in Louisville. List them in order of preference.  

 
8. What could the KBS do to promote the blues that we are not currently doing?  

 
9. Are downtown Louisville venues convenient for you to see live blues acts? *   

(   ) Yes   (   ) No  

10. When was the last time you saw a blues act live? *   

(   ) Within the last 30 days  (   ) Within the last 6 months  (   ) Within the last year   

(   ) More than a year ago  (   ) Never  
 

11. Any other comments or suggestions?  

 

Thank you for your time. 
The KBS Board invites you to attend one of our Board meetings to provide suggestions for improvement or 

implementation of your suggestions above. Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00pm - check 

newsletter or website for location.  We welcome comments on how we are doing either in person or via email to 

veep@kbsblues.org.  "Like" us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/KBSBlues 

 

Your Name and e-mail address (Optional) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KYANA Blues Society 

P.O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

Fold & 

Place 

Postage 

Here 
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From Minglewood to Cyberspace 
Further Thoughts on   

Robert Johnson’s “I Believe I’ll Dust My Broom”  

Bob Brown’s article in the most recent Blues News  (June, 2013) provides only a  sketchy version of this seminal Blues 
song. There are also, for the Blues purist, a few inaccuracies that I will address first. 

While it is true that “I Believe I’ll Dust My Broom,” was the second title Johnson recorded , it was the third song that he 
recorded. It was preceded by two takes of “Kind Hearted Woman,” the first released  in 1937, and the alternate remain-
ing “on the shelf” until 1970. And, in order of release on Vocalion, IBIDMB was preceded by “Terraplane Blues”/”Kind 
Hearted Woman,” (Vocalion 03416) and “32-20 Blues”/”Last Fair Deal Gone Down,” (Vocalion 03445). IBIDMB was 
Johnson’s third release in 1937, coupled with “Dead Shrimp Blues.”   

Now that those facts are in order, let’s turn to the phrase, “dust my broom.” This phrase was not unique to Johnson. In 
fact, he clearly borrowed it, like so much of his other material from Kokomo Arnold. Arnold uses the phrase in his song, 
“Sagefield Woman Blues,” released in September of 1934. Indeed the music and lyrics of IBIDMB seem to be borrowed 
whole cloth from Arnold, combining the melody and lyrics of “Sagefield,” and the outrageous “Sissy Man Blues,” re-
corded by Arnold in January of 1935. Given that Johnson reworked Arnold’s “Old  Original Kokomo Blues” into “Sweet 
Home Chicago,” and flat out copied “Milkcow Blues,” there is little to debate about the origins of IBIDMB. 

As to the phrase, Robert Junior Lockwood (as he was still calling himself when he played Midwest Blues in 1971), com-
mented that it simply meant that you were leaving, making a clean sweep of things. The suggestion that the Dust Bowl 
phenomenon was the source of this phrase is unlikely. Besides the Delta region was unaffected by this catastrophe.  

By all accounts Robert Johnson, like many other Delta Bluesmen, was a rambler. It is not hard for us to imagine him say-
ing or singing the equivalent of, “I’m outta here.”   

The Blues is more than one song or one Bluesman. And many of its catchphrases seem to transcend the artists, waiting 
in the prewar Blues version of the Cloud to be found and used again and again. “Smokestack Lightning,” “Killing Floor,” 
or, “Dust My Broom” belong to no one Bluesman. They are Blues. Robert Johnson was both an originator and an assimi-
lator. He was a lens, perhaps the lens through which Blues has come to be seen, much to the neglect of Charley Patton, 
Son House, Skip James, Tommy Johnson, Kokomo Arnold, Peetie Wheatstraw, and many, many more. 

Perry W. Aberli 
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KYANA BLUES SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 755 
LOUISVILLE, KY  40201-0755 

GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $20 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by mail and dis-
counts at our sponsors and at selected KBS events. Dual membership (two people at the same address, two membership cards and one newsletter) is 
$25 per year, and we offer a special band rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card for each band member. We 
have also added a company membership for $150, with up to 5 membership cards and one newsletter, plus your company logo featured in the Blues 
News and on our website, www.kbsblues.org. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News weekly update e-
mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the cou-
pon above and send with your payment to: 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($25 ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($30 ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
COMPANY MEMBERSHIP ($150 ENCLOSED)  

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I would be willing to help out at KBS events CITY/ST/ZIP 

____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


