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Photo by David True 
Gordon Bonham (left) and Tom Harold (right) perform at last year’s Kentuckiana Blues Society Anniversary 
Celebration at the Vernon Club. The Gordon Bonham Blues Band of Indianapolis will be one of the head-
liner’s at this year’s Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues Festival. The festival takes place Friday, May 31 and 
Saturday, June 1 at the intersection of Burnett and Hickory streets. The outdoor festival is free with music 
from 6:00 pm to midnight both nights. See the ad for the festival in this issue of Blues News. 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2013: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Les Reynolds – secretary 
Chris Grube – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out 
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) and 
take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major blues 
labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a CD, it’s 
yours to keep! 

This Month in Blues History 
Submitted by Bob Brown 

May              BORN May  DIED 

01 Little Walter, 1930 20 Elmore James, 1963 

05 Blind Willie McTell, 1901 28  

08 Robert Johnson, 1911 29  

28 T-Bone Walker, 1910 30  

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL  
for your renewal date,  

and please be sure to keep your membership current.  
 

“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: 
IT COULD TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a 

voice message for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org. 
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The festival season gets off to a quick start with several events this month. The International Bar-B-Que 
Festival in Owensboro, KY is May 10 and 11. Get all the details at http://www.bbqfest.com/. The Lake 
Cumberland Blues, Boats & BBQ Fest in Jamestown, KY has moved from late August to Saturday, May 
11 this year. The day long show features several acts including the Inner City Blues Band, da Mudcats, 
Deborah Renee & Two Weeks Old, Them Bones and more. Dog House Kitchen will play at this year's 
Old Louisville SpringFest on Saturday, May 18. Their full, two-day schedule can be found at http://www.
oldlouisvillespringfest.org/. Pitt Academy will host their 29th annual Bar-B-Q on Saturday, May 18. The 
free blues tent will be back and this year has The KingBees and Little T&A. The music starts at 5:00 pm. 
A new blues festival begins in Elizabethtown, KY on Saturday, May 25. The BBQ, Blues & Bikes festival 
will set up in downtown E'town and the promoters expect to have more than 3,000 motorcycles show up 
for the event. Music will be provided by One Shot Johnny, Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof, D Man & the 
Alley Hounds and The Blooze Brothers band from Chicago. Their website is http://www.bbqbluesfest.
com/. Be sure to stop by the KBS booth and say hello. The Blues Between the Bridges festival returns to 
Lexington on Sunday, May 26. Acts include Tee Dee Young, Robbie Bartlett, RC & the Nightshades, 
Sofa King Deluxe and the G. Busy Blues Revue. The month ends with both the Portland Festival and the 
4th Annual Germantown Schnitzelburg Blues Festival (GSBF) on Friday, May 31 and Saturday, June 1. 

See the ad in this issue of Blues News for info on the GSBF and be sure to pick up a t-shirt featuring local bass player Jimmy Brown on 
the front.  
 

Notable shows this month include several blues gigs on Derby Eve and Derby Day. Check out the blues calendar on page 10 for the 
two-day lineup. The Madison Theater in Covington, KY will have Delbert McClinton and G. Miles & the Hitmen on Friday, May 10. 
Grammy winner McClinton has made over 40 albums and was inducted into the Texas Heritage Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2011. The 
Kokomo, IN band Mike Milligan & Steam Shovel return to Stevie Ray's for the first time in several years on May 10. The bar on Main 
Street will also have Studebaker John & the Hawks from Chicago on Friday, May 17. The California band the Devil Makes Three plays 
a unique mix of blues, folk and punk and will be at Headliners Music Hall on Saturday, May 11. The Kansas City, MO blues and jazz 
band Grand Marquis will have a CD release party at Jim Porter's on Friday, May 17. The Belterra Casino in Florence, IN will have a day 
of barbecue, craft beers and blues from the Stacy Mitchhart Band on Saturday, May 18. That event begins at 6:00 pm and ends at mid-
night. The Charles Walker Band returns to the Hideaway Saloon on Sunday, May 26. The blues, soul and funk band from Milwaukee 
always put on a good show featuring mostly original music. The Beat Daddys round out the month with a two day appearance at the 
Chick Ridge Bike Rally in Hardinsburg, KY on May 30 and 31. 
 

The deadline is approaching for bands to get their applications into the KBS for this year's blues competition. Applications must be re-
ceived no later than Monday, May 6. Check out the KBS Blues Challenge advertisement in this issue of Blues News. The winning band 
receives $1,500, local studio recording time from Alfresco Place, will be booked for another show in 2013 and will represent the KBS at 
the International Blues Challenge in 2014. The band contest is Sunday, June 2 at Stevie Ray's. 
 

We've only received a few responses to our survey in last month's newsletter. Your help is needed to determine the direction of the 
KBS in the future. Please take two minutes to let us know what you think about the blues in our community. The survey is also avail-
able online at kbsblues.org/survey.htm. 
 

The KBS would like to extend our thanks to Dale Cashon. Dale recently resigned as Development Director for the KBS but while he 
held that position, he was instrumental in getting Four Roses Bourbon as the major KBS Blues Challenge sponsor. We wish Dale con-
tinued success and be sure to check out his band The Bluesbenders when they are playing around town. We are looking for a new De-
velopment Director. If you have experience in fundraising and would like to put your talents to work for our blues society, please contact 
me at prez@kbsblues.org or at 502/724-9971. 
 

Congratulations go out to Louisville native Greg Martin and his band The Kentucky Headhunters. They were inducted into the Kentucky 
Music Hall of Fame on Friday, April 12. The other 2013 inductees were Steven Curtis Chapman, Exile, Skeeter Davis, The Hilltoppers, 
Old Joe Clark and Emory & Linda Martin. Past inductees include Loretta Lynn, Patty Loveless, Dwight Yoakam, Crystal Gayle, Tom T. 
Hall and Bill Monroe among others. 
 

After more than 13 years in business, Joey G's in Madison, IN announced their closing on April 1. Joey Gayles, the owner of both the 
House-O-Hits Record Store and his namesake nightclub in Madison, passed away on October 27 of last year. Joey was a longtime 
supporter of the arts and music scene in the area and his presence will be missed. Rest in peace, Joey G and thank you. 
 
 

Gary 

Photo by Cheryl Cissell 

Letter From The Prez 

Get More Blues News  
From the KBS 

Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble” in the 

LOUISVILLE MUSIC NEWS 
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New Music Reviews! 

Jake Lear 
Diamonds and Stones 
Self-Produced 
 

This Vermont born, Memphis resident’s trio has released this, his second CD on his own label. After giving 
the CD a listen, I began to wonder why I haven’t heard the first CD. Lear definitely has the talent and origi-
nality to make a mark for himself. His guitar style is very distinctive, original and with catchy riffs. Those 
riffs are composed of chords as much as single notes.   
 

There are 10 songs on the CD, all originals except for “Jack O’ Diamonds” by John Lee Hooker, and 
“Work, Work, Work” by Junior Wells. If you like this Junior Wells song, you will surely like this version of it, 

even for one who thinks no one can do it better than Junior. One or two of the songs will remind the listener of Moreland and Arbuckle, 
but make no mistake about it, these songs are not copies of any other artist’s styles. I have listened to this CD probably 20 times and I 
cannot find the words to describe it. That is not to say it is bad, in fact the converse is true (it may in fact be an indication of the writing 
capability of the author). The guitar is the center piece of the music with a reverb drenched mostly clean sound with only a little over-
drive to give it a little more punch. The vocals are good too, but I must admit, I did not listen to the lyrics until just before writing this 
review as I was drawn more to the distinctive guitar. 
 

I would highly recommend this CD. The songs are good, the musicianship is good by all three artists and it is like a breath of fresh air 
from some of the other releases I have recently heard by better known artists. The CD is available from CD Baby. You can find more 
info at www.jakelear.com.   

Bob Brown 
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Long Tall Deb 
Raise Your Hands 
Self-Produced 
 

With a big, clear voice, mostly original material, well-known guest artists and good production 
quality, Long Tall Deb has released a CD which for the most part touches around the edges of 
the blues - but when she goes for it, she really digs in. 
 

Authoring or co-writing 10 of the 12 tracks, Deb takes a funk and roots approach to some of the 
songs, and even explores country-rock-n-roots on occasion. Her west-Texas drawl, which gives 

evidence of her El Paso origin, is allowed to always be out front - even with several luminary guest artists making ap-
pearances and significant contributions on this recording (Damon Fowler, JP Soars, Bart Walker, Victor Wainwright, 
Reese Wynans and the Roomful of Blues Horns). Dave Clo and Mark Puskarich do a very good keeping things in bal-
ance and the sound crystal clear. And throughout, guest lead and background singer Nikki Scott and support vocalist Mi-
chelle Swift do an excellent job!  
 

Although not all the songs can be labeled pure blues, that doesn't mean they don't stand out. Track 3 ("Train to Tuc-
son" - a country-roots tune) has some wicked slide guitar in the mix, although it's not apparent from the liner notes just 
which of the three guitarists playing on this number is actually using the slide (Colin John, Sean Carney, or the afore-
mentioned Dave Clo). 
 

The strongest blues elements (at least instrumentally and melodically) come from tracks 7 ("Married to the Blues") on-
ward towards the end of the song list. Track 11 ("To Find His Home") begins with a really good acoustic slide intro then 
revs up into a full-out gospel-esque shouter led by organist Reese Wynans and what sounds like a full choir. The final 
track is really nice: a sultry, jazz/blues number featuring Deb's voice and John Popovich on piano.         
 

As with so many recordings and recording artists these days, pigeon-holing them into a single specific genre with tight 
boundaries is simply not possible. So, the jury is out as to whether this CD could technically be placed in the "blues" bin. 
One thing for sure: it's very good! 
 

Les Reynolds 
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Kentuckiana Blues Society 
2013 Festival Schedule 

 

Below is a list of this years festivals in the Kentuckiana area with their corresponding website addresses. These festivals either fea-
ture blues music or a variety of music including blues. More information will be available in future Blues News issues and on the 
KBS website at http://kbsblues.org/. 
 

Apr 5-6                  Casino Aztar Presents the River Basin Blues & Barbecue Fest (Evansville, IN) 
                             https://www.facebook.com/events/535736286446333/ 
May 10-11             International Bar-B-Que Festival (Owensboro, KY) 
                             http://www.bbqfest.com/ 
May 11                  Lake Cumberland Blues, Boats and BBQ Fest (Jamestown, KY) 
                             http://www.lakecumberlandbluesfest.com/ 
May 17-18             Old Louisville SpringFest (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://www.oldlouisvillespringfest.org/ 
May 18                  Pitt Academy Bar-B-Q Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://pitt.com/ 
May 25                  BBQ, Blues and Bikes (Elizabethtown, KY) 
                             http://www.bbqbluesfest.com/ 
May 26                  Blues Between the Bridges (Lexington, KY) 
                             http://gbusy.com/ 
June to Sept.         Mary Ann Fisher Summer Concert Series (Russellville, KY) 
                             http://www.russellvilleblues.com/ 
May 31-Jun 1        Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             https://www.facebook.com/groups/110578105688306/ 
May 31-Jun 1        Portland Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             https://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Festival-Louisville-KY/419448430280 
June 8-15              Handy Blues & Barbecue Festival (Henderson, KY) 
                             http://www.handyblues.org/ 
June 14-15            Smokin' On The River (Jeffersonville, IN) 
                             http://www.smokinontheriverbbq.com/ 
July 4-5                 Crescent Hill Art and Music Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://www.crescenthill.us/ 
July 19-20             Master Musicians Festival (Somerset, KY) 
                             http://www.mastermusiciansfestival.org/ 
July 19-21             Louisville Blues-n-Barbecue Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://www.bisig.com/ 
Aug. 2-3                Cincy Blues Festival (Cincinnati, OH) 
                             http://cincyblues.org/ 
Aug. 9                   Capital City Blues Festival (Frankfort, KY) 
                             http://www.facebook.com/capitalcitybluesfestival#!/group.php?gid=131093936678 
Aug. 16-17            Madison Ribberfest (Madison, IN) 
                             http://www.madisonribberfest.com/ 
Aug. 22-24            Bean Blossom Blues Festival (Bean Blossom, IN) 
                             http://beanblossomblues.com/ 
Aug. 23-24            Ken Lake's Hot August Blues Festival (Hardin, KY) 
                             http://www.hotaugustbluesfestival.com/ 
Aug. 24-25            Art in Speed Park (Sellerburg, IN) 
                             http://artinspeedpark.com/ 
Sept. 6-7               Bands & BBQ at the Point (Carrollton, KY) 
                             http://www.bluestothepoint.net/ 
Sept. 6-8               Roots and Heritage Festival (Lexington, KY) 
                             http://rootsfestky.com/ 
Sept. 14                Fort Knox Blues Fest (Fort Knox, KY) 
                             http://knoxmwr.com/ 
Sept. 6-8               Kentucky State BBQ Festival (Danville, KY) 
                             http://www.kybbqfestival.com/ 
Sept. 13-14           Blues at the Crossroads (Terre Haute, IN) 
                             http://www.bluesatthecrossroads.com/ 
Sept. 21                Jug Band Jubilee (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://www.jugbandjubilee.org/ 
Oct. 6                    Big Rock Jazz and Blues Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://www.louisvillejazz.org/ 
Oct. 11-12             Garvin Gate Blues Festival (Louisville, KY) 
                             http://garvingatebluesfestival.com/ 
 
If you know of any additional festivals in our area that are not listed please email the information to prez@kbsblues.org. Thank you. 



Kentuckiana Blues Society Survey * 2013 

 

 

 

 

Please help us improve the Kentuckiana Blues Society by completing this short questionnaire.  

You may remain anonymous. Thanks for your support. (Survey can be found on-line at http://kbsblues.org/survey.htm) 

1. Are you a member of the Kentuckiana Blues Society? * 

(   ) Yes, I am a current member  (   ) No, I have never been   (   ) Not now, but I have been a member in the past  

2. Current annual membership dues are $20 for a single member and $25 for a dual membership. 75% to 80% of the 

membership dues go to pay for printing and postage costs to distribute the monthly newsletter. Should the dues be 

raised to help cover other costs of the organization? *   

(   ) Dues are appropriate  (   ) Dues are too high  (   ) Dues are too low  

3. One way for KBS to cut costs would be to stop mailing the monthly newsletter and make it available on-line to 

members. Is this a good idea? *   

(   ) Yes, it will save costs and trees, I would read it on-line  

(   ) No, I enjoy getting the newsletter in the mail and holding it in my hand  

(   ) Either way is fine  

(   ) I don't have on-line access  

  

1 - Most 

Important 
2 3 4 

5 - Least 

Important  

Letter from the Prez 
 

(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 
 

New Music Reviews (CDs) 
 

(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 
 

Kentuckiana Blues Calendar 

(Monthly)  
(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 

 

Articles & Photos of Events 

& Musicians  
(   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) (   ) 

 

 

5. What additional information would you like to see in the newsletter, Blues News?  

 
6. How often do you visit the KBS web site (http://kbsblues.org) ? *   

(  ) Daily  (   ) Weekly  (   ) Monthly  (   ) Rarely  (   ) Never visited KBSBlues.org  
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7. Name three major national blues acts you would like to see perform in Louisville. List them in order of preference.  

 
8. What could the KBS do to promote the blues that we are not currently doing?  

 
9. Are downtown Louisville venues convenient for you to see live blues acts? *   

(   ) Yes   (   ) No  

10. When was the last time you saw a blues act live? *   

(   ) Within the last 30 days  (   ) Within the last 6 months  (   ) Within the last year   

(   ) More than a year ago  (   ) Never  
 

11. Any other comments or suggestions?  

 

Thank you for your time. 
The KBS Board invites you to attend one of our Board meetings to provide suggestions for improvement or 

implementation of your suggestions above. Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00pm - check 

newsletter or website for location.  We welcome comments on how we are doing either in person or via email to 

veep@kbsblues.org.  "Like" us on Facebook at http://facebook.com/KBSBlues 

 

Your Name and e-mail address (Optional) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KYANA Blues Society 

P.O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

Fold & 

Place 

Postage 

Here 
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KYANA BLUES SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 755 
LOUISVILLE, KY  40201-0755 

GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $20 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by mail and dis-
counts at our sponsors and at selected KBS events. Dual membership (two people at the same address, two membership cards and one newsletter) is 
$25 per year, and we offer a special band rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card for each band member. We 
have also added a company membership for $150, with up to 5 membership cards and one newsletter, plus your company logo featured in the Blues 
News and on our website, www.kbsblues.org. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News weekly update e-
mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the cou-
pon above and send with your payment to: 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($25 ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($30 ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
COMPANY MEMBERSHIP ($150 ENCLOSED)  

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I would be willing to help out at KBS events CITY/ST/ZIP 

____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


