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On Friday, August 10, Jim Porter’s will host legendary blues guitarist Duke Robillard. Robillard was one of the founding members of
the band Roomful of Blues in 1967. He has also been a member of The Fabulous Thunderbirds and has recorded over fifty albums
featuring his band or with other artists. These recordings included musicians Jimmy Witherspoon, Snooky Prior, Jay McShann, Pine-
top Perkins, Joe Louis Walker, Tom Waits and Bob Dylan among others. Admission is $10 in advance and $12 the day of the show
but is free for Kentuckiana Blues Society members before 10:00 pm when they present a current KBS membership card. The River

City Blues Band will open the show at 7:00 pm with Duke and his band playing from 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm. The Nasty Habit Band will
close out the night.

IN THIS ISSUE
KBS News and Contacts 2 2012 Madison Ribberfest 7
Letter From The Prez 3 ATripTo TheIBC 8-9
New Music Reviews 4-6 Kentuckiana Blues Calendar 10
Please Patronize Our SPONSOrS s 11




August 2012
Volume 25 Number 8

EDITOR
Natalie Carter

CONTRIBUTORS

Bob Brown
Nelson Grube
William Peeples
Les Reynolds
Gary Sampson

Address Change?

If you move, let us know your change of address. The
Post Office does not forward bulk mail.
The views expressed by the authors and advertisers

are their own. Contributions by anyone offering perti-

nent and thoughtful discussion on blues issues are
welcomed.
www.kbsblues.org
news@kbsblues.org

Foundation
AFFILIATE

( The Blues

KBS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rocky Adcock Roger Wolford
Emeritus Emeritus
Bob Brown Danny Henderson

Natalie Carter Cole Kiser

Keith Clements Jim Masterson

Pam Dean Les Reynolds
Joe DeBow Gary Sampson
Lamont Gillispie Joe Spalding
Nelson Grube Debbie Wilson

Chris Grube

CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT:

GENERAL INFO
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971

KBS EVENTS

www.blues.org

Keith Clements (502) 451-6872

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER

Blues News
The monthly newsletter of the
Kentuckiana Blues Society

©2011 Kentuckiana Blues Society
Louisville, Kentucky

Official Printers
Kentuckiana Blues Society

www.voluforms.com

Natalie Carter (502) 893-8031

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Keith Clements (502) 451-6872

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971

of the

We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:
Kentuckiana Blues Society
P. O. Box 755
Louisville, KY 40201-0755

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label,
that means that it's time to renew!

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2012:
Gary Sampson — president
Debbie Wilson — vice-president
Les Reynolds — secretary
Chris Grube —treasurer

KBS MONTHLY MEETING

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) and
take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major blues
labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a CD, it's
yours to keep!

USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS
NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

wiloa
@MP‘GRIUM

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY 40205

STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-+RIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661

Jimmy Brown

Owner ] ]
VWWV.gurtar-enporiumoom
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1 etter From The Prez

The Kentuckiana Blues Society's Solo/Duo Contest will have ten acts taking part in the competition on Sun-
day, August 12 at the Pizza Place. The Pizza Place hosts our monthly KBS board meetings and a blues
jam every Sunday night starting at 7:00 pm. It's located at 2931 Richland Ave in the Hikes Point neighbor-
hood. The last two years in a row, the KBS solo/duo representatives have made it to the semi-finals of the
International Blues Challenge in Memphis. This past February that was Jimmy Davis of Madison, IN and
the previous year it was Jimi V and Screamin' John. Let's hope that trend continues with this year's winner.

Festivals during the month of August include the Mary Ann Fisher Summer Concert Series in Russellville,
KY on Friday, August 10. This show will be a Rhythm & Blues Revue featuring several artists including the
Michael Gough Group. The Cincy Blues Festival takes place at Cincinnati's riverfront on Friday and Satur-
day, August 10 and 11. Notable acts include Super Chikan, Duke Robillard, Trampled Under Foot and Sis-
ter Monica. More info is available online at http://www.cincybluesfest.org/. The Capital City Blues Festival in
| Frankfort is on Saturday, August 11 and will have Johnny Rawls, the KingBees and Here for the Party. One

=1 of the best blues festivals in our area is the Ribberfest in Madison, IN. The festival takes place Friday and
Photo by Cheryl Cissell Saturday, August 17 and 18 and includes Robert Cray, Eden Brent, Johnny Hoy and the Blue Fish and Tad
Robinson among others. Check out their ad in this issue of Blues News.

The Bean Blossom Blues Festival is Thursday through Saturday, August 23 to 25. Acts this year include Trampled Under Foot, Nick
Moss & the Flip Tops and Mary Bridget Davies. See the full schedule on-line at http://www.beanblossomblues.com/. That same Friday
and Saturday the Ken Lakes Hot August Blues Festival takes place in Hardin, KY. Bands this year include Tee Dee Young, the
Tommy Akers Band, Long Tall Deb and the Drifter Kings and Louisville's own da Mudcats. Their website address is http://www.
hotaugustbluesfestival.com/. On Saturday, August 25, the fourth annual Lake Cumberland Blues, Boats and BBQ Fest takes place in
Jamestown, KY. This festival has a strong Louisville presence this year with Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues, Dog House Kitchen,
The KingBees, da Mudcats, King Sonic and others. See their ad on-line at http://www.lakecumberlandbluesfest.com/.

Notable shows this month include several national acts at Stevie Ray's including Chicago's Lil' Ed and the Blues on Wednesday, Au-
gust 1, Canadian blues guitarist Anthony Gomes on Thursday, August 9 and Eric Sardinas & Big Motor on Tuesday, August 21. Ste-
vie Ray's will also host the Louisville Hippie Reunion on Sunday, August 5 with several bands including the River City Blues Band,
The Jaywalkers and more. The show is a benefit to help raise funds to repair the Hogan's Fountain Teepee in Cherokee Park. Stacy
Mitchhart will be at the Jazzyblu Cafe in downtown Louisville on Friday, August 3. Chapel Hill, NC band TURCHI will be at Natasha's
Bistro in Lexington, KY on Tuesday, August 7. The southern blues and rock band lists RL Burnside, Junior Kimbrough and the North
Mississippi Allstars among it's influences. Nastasha's will also host Blair Crimmins & the Hookers on Thursday, August 23 and Tin
Can Buddha on Friday, August 31. Jim Porter's will have Duke Robillard on Friday, August 10. That show is free for KBS members
who arrive before 10:00 pm. Porter's will also have Webb Wilder on Friday, August 24.

Reverend Peyton's Big Damn Band will be at Cosmic Charlie's in Lexington, KY on Friday, August 10. Peyton tours nationally and in-
ternationally and is from Bean Blossom, IN. Blues rockers George Thorogood & the Destroyers share the stage with Hank Williams, Jr
on Thursday, August 16 at the Kentucky State Fair. Speaking of the fair, several local bands will be appearing at the fairgrounds this
year including Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues, the Juggernaut Jug Band, Robbie Bartlett and the Dallas Cole Band. The Cherokee
Triangle Summer Concert Series has rescheduled two show in August that were canceled last month due to extreme heat. Delicious
Blues Stew of Nashville, TN will appear on Sunday, August 19 and the Stray Cat Blues Band on Sunday, August 26. The concerts
take place in Willow Park located next to the 1400 Willow condominiums and near the entrance of Cherokee Park.

It's time for the annual LEO Weekly Readers’ Choice Awards. You can vote once a day until the contest ends and you must vote in a
minimum of 10 categories. There are several categories of interest to blues fans including Best Live Music Venue, Best Local Cover
Band, Best Local Original Band, Best Local Solo Artist, Best Music Festival, Best Local Radio Station and Best Nonprofit (The Ken-
tuckiana Blues Society, of course!). Ballots available in current issues of the LEO Weekly or vote on-line at http://leoweekly.com/
readers-choice/

Gary

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL
for your renewal date,
and please be sure to keep your membership current.

“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: IT
COULD TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a voice
message
for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org.
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New Music Reviews?

Mary Flower
Misery Loves Company
Yellow Dog

This is Flower's 9" release, another gem for the fingerstyle acoustic guitarist, a world class guitarist
who plays folk, blues and ragtime. She was nominated as Acoustic Artist of the Year in the 2008
Blues Music Awards, and placed in the top 3 of the National Fingerpicking Championship competi-
tion-twice.

ARY FLOWER

MISERY - LOVES - COMPANT

There are 12 songs on the CD-covers by Muddy Waters (“Hard Day Blues”), Son House (“Death Letter Blues”), Revered
Gary Davis (“Going to Sit Down on the Banks of the River”), Tampa Red (“Boogie Woogie Dance”), Scrapper Blackwell
(“Scrapper’s Blues”), and Elizabeth Cotton (“Shake Sugaree”), as well as 6 Flower originals.

There are varied instruments on the songs from accordion, lap steel guitar, dobro, violin, cello etc. Each song is different
and only uses the instruments that fit the song.

Flower’s singing is a folksy complement to her guitar playing. Although she sings sparingly, she keeps the fingers mov-
ing. Joining her on the CD are Colin Linden playing electric dobro on one of the tracks (and mixed the songs on the CD),
and Curtis Salgado who plays harp, and several area musicians from her home Portland Oregon area.

Overall, this CD is a demonstration of what a master can do with an acoustic guitar. It is obviously blues oriented as evi-
dence by the cover songs, but the flavor of the Flower songs is folk music.

Bob Brown

#b FourRoses

KBS 2012 SOLO/DUO COMPETITION

PIZZA PLACE ¢ SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 ¢ 4:.00 PM
THE PIZZA PLACE IS LOCATED AT 2931 RICHLAND AVE

Big Poppa Stampley Jeff Jones
"Blind-Dog" Gatewood Joe and Danny
Delta Duo Judea
Doug Lamb Mississippi Adam Riggle
Gradual Taylor Randy Colvin

FURTHER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE AT KBSBLUES.ORG OR BY CALLING 502/724-9971
OUR THANKS TO FOUR ROSES BOURBON FOR UNDERWRITING THE 2012 KBS IBC REPRESENTATIVES

ALFRESCO

INTERNATIONAL

BLUES
CHALLENGE
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The Mannish Boys
Double Dynamite
Delta Groove Productions

“A virtual blues festival in a single band, all of this variety adds up to a continually surprising, wid-
eranging and most consistently excellent release from THE MANNISH BOYS career so far.”
Scott Dirks — in liner notes. From 2004 to 2010 The Mannish Boys released 5 great CD’s that drew
from the era’s of the 1940 ‘s — covering Jump Blues — and the 1950’s to 1960’s Chess like styles.
Double Dynamite — their 6" release for the Delta Groove label — carries on those traditions.

“Atomic Blues” -, Disc Two — “Rhythm and Blues Explosion”. There are 13 cuts on each CD and do | ever
have favorites, 13 to each disc. Crank this up with a few friends over and it will sound/seem like a night on the town. The
Mannish Boys, basic group for each CD, consist of: Finis Tasby, Sugaray Rayford, and Randy Chortkoff (harmonica too)
on vocals. With Kirk Fletcher on guitar. Franks Goldwasser doing a bit of everything. Willie J. Campbell on bass and Jimi
Bott on percussion. Special guests, side one: James Harmon, Mud Morganfield, Jackie Payne, Bob Corritore, Rod Pi-
azza, Elvin Bishop, Rob Rio, Rich Wenzel, Bill Stuve, and Jeff Flenor, Cynthia Manley, Adrianna Marie and Jessica Wil-
liams handling the back up vocals.

Disc One —

Special guests, side two: Mike Finnigan, James Harman, Cynthia Manely, Jackie Payne, Jason Ricci, Elvin Bishop, Na-
than James, Kid Ramos, Junior Watson, Fred Kaplan, Rob Rio, Rich Wenzel, Bill Stuve, Bobby Tsukamoto, David
Woodford, Lee Thornburg, James Michael Tempo, Jeff Fleenor, Clifton Curtis, Larry Dopson, Adrianna Marie, Jessica
Williams, and The Harmanaires all handling the vocals.

A very, very good double offering from The Mannish Boys.

Nelson Grube

Get More Blues News
From the KBS
Monthly Feature
“I’'ve Got a Mind to Ramble in the
LOUISVILLE MUSIC NEWS

an ALLIGATOR RECORDS presentation

RICK ESTRIN
e NICHTCATS

Et Saturday, August 11,2012
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Ward Oates Amphitheatre
River View Park, Frankfort, KY

4pm to 10pm
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Purchase Tickets online at

 "ww.capitalcitybluesfestival.eventbrite.cOm
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ONE WRONG TURN

starrng RICK ESTRIN with KID ANDERSEN, LORENZO FARRELL and J. HANSEN 485,
K Sk ki ok Rk Kk ke ok kikik

General Admission
Advance Purchase Tickets 520
1 Day of Event Purchase $25

Tables for Eight
With Dinner $350
Without Dinner $250

Pre-Order Your Catered Dinner from Bistro 421 515

Call Rene True at 859-312-6398 or email
capitalcitybluesfestival@gmail.com for more information.

Countit on Family Abyse =

—

“HUGELY ENTERTAINING, WICKEDLY COOL BLUES AND ROOTS
ROCK WITH A TWIST..MASTERFUL HARMONICA" —Living Blues

* k k Kk Kk *k k *k Kk k kx Kk kx k %k

Available at finer music retailers, amazon.com, iTunes and alligator.com
Receive tour info and special onfine offers by subscribing to the Alligator mailing list at www.alligator.com
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Tall Paul Band
Sleeper
Self Produced

§ This Harley ridin’ guitar picker has played from Denmark to Chicago including such recognizable venues as

Rosa;s Lounge, Blues on Halsted and many others. The band consists of Tall Paul (Paul Webner) on guitar,

harmonica and vocals, Kevin Heiderman on bass and vocals, and Les Merrihew on drums. Their style of music
is blues, blues/rock and southern rock.

1 There are 11 songs on the CD, most of which are originals. The fifth song on the CD, “Matchbox”, an lke
Turner song, is the first of a couple of blues number on the CD. Paul’s singing is not great, but his guitar is pretty good. “Come to
Papa” is a familiar song with less than stellar vocals.

In a rating system of 1 to 5 for blues, 5 being the best, | would rate this CD a 2. Hear it for yourself at http://www.myspace.com/
thetallpaulband.

Bob Brown

The Randy Oxford Band
Festival
Della Records

The Randy Oxford band is based in Seattle. This CD was recorded, at least partially at the Sunbanks Rhythm
and Blues Festival which is located about halfway between Seattle and Spokane. There are 9 songs on the
CD, all originals by the band except “Someone Else is Steppin’ In”. The band was in the finals of last year’s
International Blues Challenge and has toured extensively and played at numerous festivals.

Oxford who plays trombone is the band leader, Jada Amy sings (more on her later), Richard Sabol plays
drums, Rafael Tranquilino plays guitar, JhoBlenis (From Kawasaki Japan) plays guitar, and Farko Dosumov (from Uzbekistan) plays
bass.

Unlike other trombone-centric bands (e.g. Big James and the Chicago Playboys), this one has a different direction. The music is var-
ied and well played. But for a couple of places in two songs where the trombone gets carried away in my opinion (I am sure it was bet-
ter received performed live), the trombone fits right into the songs and adds some pizazz to them. The first song on the CD, “Big Long
Slidin’ Thing” is a good bluesy intro to the band. From there, they slowly morph into different forms-soul, funk, jazz and some more
blues. Two songs are quite lengthy, at 8:16 (“Sababa” sung in Spanish) and 10:05 (“Smooth Feeling”- an instrumental jazzy tune with
plenty of solos).

Now to Jada Amy. This woman can sing. The band profile calls her voice “velvety and confident with a take no prisoners attitude”. |
would call it powerful and in some songs, | struggled to listen to the other musicians as she draws your full attention to her. Alas, she
is not featured as much as | would like as major portions of some songs are instrumental or have other vocalists.

This CD is well recorded as a live CD, has great talent, and contains some interesting songs, some of which are blues. Visit them at
http://randyoxford.com/new_band/index.html .

Bob Brown

All Louisville and Regional Music

Crescent Hill Radio.com

94| NoCommercials
% | Locally Produced Shows

Bt -
L AM 1630
Photo by Les Reynolds

KBS Prez Gary Sampson with Janiva Magness after her

July 5th show at Uncle Slayton’s. InSide Crescent Hi“
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A Trip to The International Blues Challenge
By Gary Sampson - Reprinted with permission from Louisville Music News

Every year during the first week of February, blues bands, solo/
duo acts, youth acts, national blues artists, blues fans and the
media make a trip to Memphis, TN for the International Blues
Challenge (IBC). The IBC is the world's biggest blues competi-
tion and is hosted by the Blues Foundation. The foundation is a
non-profit corporation based in Memphis that serves as the um-
brella group for all of the blues societies. This past February
was the largest contest to date with a record 226 acts repre-
senting 40 states and 16 countries around the globe. It was also
my first trip to the IBC. For only the second time in its history,
the Kentuckiana Blues Society (KBS) had representatives in all
four competition categories - band, solo/duo, youth and best
self-produced CD. | figured it was as good a time as any for the
president of the KBS (me!) to make the trip. Screamin’' John
Hawkins told me it's like "Disneyland for blues fans" and |
needed to go to Memphis. He and Jimi Vallandingham repre-
sented the KBS in the solo/duo division the previous year, mak-
ing it to the semi-finals, and were back again this year even
though they weren't competing. They served as faithful guides
and bad influences during my time in the volunteer state.

I made the trip this year with my best friend Greg McCullough.
We've known each other since we were 10 and | knew | could
make it easily through the four-day competition sharing a room
with him. It's 385 miles to Memphis, translating to a 6.5 hour car
ride. We arrived on the Wednesday afternoon of the Challenge.
This was the 28th annual IBC and the Blues Foundation has
this down to a science. The daily schedule was great. Every day
starting at 11:30 am, different venues on Beale Street hosted
showcases featuring famous national blues performers, appear-
ing with current and former IBC patrticipants. This was one of
my favorite parts of the IBC. | saw Jimmy Hall play a set with
the 2008 IBC band winners, Trampled Under Foot from Kansas
City. Anson Funderburgh joined the Andy T Band of Nashville
which features Nick Nixon, one of the original members of The
Imperials, during the same show. You never knew who you
were going to see walking down the street. I'd come out of the
Rum Boogie Cafe and see Grady Champion strolling down the
sidewalk. I'd walk into the Club Superior and catch Mary Bridget
Davies on stage followed by Grand Marquis. Around every cor-
ner was a well known blues performer. Inside every Beale
Street bar, restaurant and cafe was another great show taking
place. Conversations | had with the musicians ran the gamut
from enlightening to just downright weird. | met Malcolm Cullen
with the Vince Johnson Band at the Beale Street Tap Room.
We sat at the bar drinking a beer and he told me about his long
music career and playing in Billy Preston's band. He said that
Preston was "the only gay, born again Christian cokehead he
had ever met."

Daily competitions would start at 4:00 p.m. The IBC has a dou-
ble elimination first round on Wednesday and Thursday nights,
followed by a semi-finals round on Friday and the finals on Sat-
urday. Bands play in rounds with nine or ten other bands. In the
first round, the same bands face off on two consecutive nights. |
thought this was strange at first until somebody explained to me
that it's a different group of judges each night. It's a great way to
insure that the best group of bands advance to the next round
and continue in the competition. It's a little madding running
from venue to venue trying to see as many of the bands as pos-
sible compete. | wanted to see the KBS representatives as well
as some other musicians | knew who were in the contest. The
competition ended at 11:00 p.m. but blues jams would take
place up and down Beale Street until 3:00 a.m.

BLUES NEWS

Nick Schnebelen and Jimmy Hall, photo by William Peeples

Little T&A

Louisville band, Little T&A, represented the KBS in the band divi-
sion at the IBC. More a rhythm and blues band than a straight
blues band, Little T&A won our local contest with a strong showing
by several local music veterans. Members of the band include Jeff
McAllister on drums, Robert "Monk" Mackey on bass, Bill Dean on
keyboards, Mark Hoekstra on harmonica and Michael Murphy on
saxophone. But it is the "T" and "A" of the band that comprise it's
heart and soul. Tony Tkac and Amy Johnson had only formed the
band in August of 2010 but by the KBS contest the following June
had the band primed and ready to compete. The first night of the
IBC, things didn't go as planned for Little T&A. Tony was having

Little T&A’s Tony, Amy and Mark, photo by William Peeples
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some technical
issues with his
amp and it was
difficult to hear
both Mark's harp
and  Michael's
sax. The band
still played well
but these little
setbacks are
probably  why
they did not ad-
vance to the
next round. It's a
shame, too, be-
cause of their
performance on
the second
night. On Thurs-
day night, the
band was click-
ing on all cylin-
ders. Greg and |
were at another
venue and al-
most missed the show until an obliging security guard let us enter
the back door of the New Daisy Theater. I've seen Little T&A put on
some good shows but this night, they held nothing back.

©w

& Amy of Little T&A, photo by William Peeples

Mark

I've always thought of Tony as a versatile and competent guitarist
but occasionally he reaches deep down into his soul and comes up
with something extraordinary. He did that second night of the com-
petition. Walking up in front of the band, he propped one boot on a
monitor and leaned out over the edge of the stage playing his heart
out, sweat pouring off his head. How do you work up a sweat in a 20
minute set? When Tony reaches those near-perfect moments, he
shuts his eyes and a funny little grin spreads wide across his face.
It's a picture of happiness and joy -- and he lives in the moment.
Amy, as always, was perfect. One of the best performers to front a
Louisville band, she sings with an amazing strength and force on
every note and twists and turns her body like a possessed aerobics
instructor on a gallon of Red Bull. One night at a Little T&A show at
Stevie Ray's, Rocky Adcock, musician and one of the co-founders of
the KBS, turned to me and said "Amy knows how to get the most out
of every single word. Every. Single. Word. Take a word like love.
When Amy sings it, it's loooooooovvvvvveeeee" he said, drawing it
out for emphasis. Kyle Ellison of the Potluck Ramblers came to the
KBS anniversary celebration at the Vernon Club and said of Amy, "If
there was ever a female embodiment of Mick Jagger, we're looking
at it." I've always thought of Amy as equal parts Mick Jagger, Tina
Turner and a Mack truck with a Cummins diesel engine. There just
ain't no stopping her.

Jimmy Davis

Jimmy Davis is a blues music veteran from Madison, IN and repre-
sented the KBS in the solo/duo division. By his count he has ap-
peared in over 2,000 shows and has shared the stage with several
blues legends including Lonnie Mack, Son Seals and Junior Watson.
He beat out nine other acts at the KBS contest to make it to Mem-
phis, and for the second year in a row, our local blues society had a
representative make it to the semi-finals of the solo/duo competition.
Jimmy performed his first two nights at the Orpheum Juke and | im-
mediately picked up on something. When the other contestants were
playing, people were moving about the room, setting up equipment
or quietly talking in the back. When Jimmy played, you could have
heard a pin drop. He plays a lot of original music and Jimmy had just
released his CD, "Songs for Mr. Bradford," before going to Memphis.
He played one of those songs while competing, his powerful take on
addiction called "Had a Friend." He also performed his rhythmic bal-

BLUES NEWS

lad "Tele-
phone
Blues™
from  his
"Down for
So Long"
CD and a
hopeful
i tune called
d"In Time"
from  his
CD "Doin'
Well." |
can still
see him
sitting  on
that small
stage, tap-
ping his foot on his guitar case to keep time. It was beautiful. Jimmy
didn't make it to the finals but he made a solid showing for his first
appearance at the IBC and | hope he goes back. He told me he had
a great time and recounted a story of seeing a youth group from
France perform at the IBC. The young guitarist for the band broke a
string while playing and Jimmy loaned him his Les Paul. He said the
kid flipped out. He had never held a Gibson in his hands before and
was thrilled.

Rolling Rivers Blues Band, photo by Gary Sampson

The Rolling Rivers Blues Band

The Rolling Rivers Blues Band represented the KBS in the youth
division. This is more of a showcase than competition, as there is no
scoring. The band played at Pig on Beale and featured Trea Rakes
on vocals and guitar, Devin Rakes on bass and Landon Ford on
drums.

The Snakehandlers Blues Band

The fourth area of IBC competition does not actually appear at the
challenge, but it's an important category none the less. The KBS
chose The Snakehandlers Blues Band CD, "Rock Plus Rock," for
the best self-produced CD of the year and it made it to the semi-final
round and was named one of the top 30 best self-produced CD's of
the year. This makes three times since 2007 that the KBS has se-
lected a CD for the best self-produced category that made it to the
semi-finals.

Recently Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues won the KBS 2012
band contest and will make the trip to Memphis next February. It's
great to see a local blues band that has played in our community for
so long make that trip to the IBC. After the contest was over and
everyone went home, | just had to call Lamont and congratulate him.
He told me that he
was in his car and
stopped at Ken-
tucky and Swan
streets on his way
to his German-
town home. His
voice choking with
emotion, he said
he just wanted to
pull over and talk
to his dad. La-
mont's  father
passed away in
1963. "You going
§ to Memphis next
year?" he asked
me. How can | say
no? I'll be there.

—

Jimmy Davis, photo by Gary Sampson
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