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Two-time KBS Blues Contest winners, The Stella Vees, will be the opening act for the 2011 Big Rock Jazz and Blues Fest in
Cherokee Park on October 2nd at 2:00. FattLabb, a contemporary jazz fusion group, follows at at 3:45 PM. The headliner, The
Piano Jazz Summit, takes the stage at 5:30 and includes Harry Pickens and three more nationally known pianists; Phil
DeGreg from Cincinnati, Luke Gillespie from Indiana University and Steve Allee from Indianapolis, backed by an all star
rhythm section. More information on the fest inside on page 4.
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CLUB/BAND CALENDAR
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971

USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS
NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

@%IUM

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY 40205

STORE HOURS:

MONDAY-+RIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00

SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00
Jimmy Brown (502) 459-4153
Owner (502) 454-3661

VWV, Quitar-emporium.com

We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:

Kentuckiana Blues Society
P. O.Box 755
Louisville, KY 40201-0755

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label,
that means that it's time to renew!

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2010:
Gary Sampson — president
Debbie Wilson — vice-president
Keith Clements — secretary
Chris Grube —treasurer

KBS MONTHLY MEETING

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, come on
out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM; June’s meeting will be held at the
Zeppelin Café, 1036 East Burnett) and take your pick! We re-
ceive promo releases from the major blues labels as well as re-
gional and local bands. If you review a CD, it's yours to keep!




L etter From the Prez

Congratulations to Jimmy Davis of Madison, IN, winner of this year's KBS solo/duo contest. Ten acts took part
in the competition on Sunday, August 14 at Zeppelin Cafe. Our thanks to the many talented people who made
this a great day of music and to Denny Thornbury, Jimi V, Johnny Full-Time and Larry Rogers for being our
judges this year. We'll have more on the contest in a future issue of Blues News. Jimmy joins band contest
winners Little T&A and Nashville blues vocalist Cee Cee James as the opening act for this year's KBS 23rd
Anniversary Celebration at the Vernon Club on November 19. In addition to the solo/duo and band winners,
the KBS still hopes to send a youth representative to the International Blues Challenge next February in Mem-
phis. The deadline for applying to the youth contest is Saturday, September 24 and the contest is Sunday,
October 16 at the Willis Music on Shelbyville Road. We are also currently accepting applications for the best
) self-produced CD contest. CD's must have been released after November 1 of last year and received by Oc-
“4 | tober 15. Information and applications for both are available on-line at http://kbsblues.org/contest.htm or by

Photo by Cheryl Cissell calling me at 502/724-9971.

Jim O’Neal, the legendary blues researcher and founder of Living Blues Magazine is currently undergoing cancer therapy. He does
not have insurance. A fundraising event is planned at Buddy Guy's Legends in Chicago by Memphis Gold Radio, Kenny Neal,
Lonnie Brooks and others. Another event is planned at Knuckleheads in Kansas City, MO. Details of these events will be forthcom-
ing. Please send any donations or cards to the non-profit organization Building Bridges America, 4001 N 9th St. #1720, Arlington,
VA, 22203. Jim was instrumental in helping get the Foree Wells and the Walnut Street Blues Band CD “It's a New Day, Brother”
released in 2006.

In coordination with the release of their new CD “Just a Dream” on August 23, the Wichita, KS blues duo Moreland & Arbuckle will
provide a complimentary 45 minute performance to the blues society that receives the most votes. The contest is sponsored by Te-
larc and the Blues Foundation and runs through November 30. You can vote on-line at http://www.telarc.com/justadream/. Please
cast your vote today for the Kentuckiana Blues Society.

There are several excellent shows on the calendar in our area for the month of September. Lexington's Tee Dee Young and the
Scandalous Band will be at Jim Porter's on Friday, September 2. KBS members get in free with their membership card. The newly
crowned Queen of the Blues Shemekia Copeland will appear with Robert Cray at the Norton Center for the Arts in Danville, KY on
Friday, September 9. Zeppelin Cafe is hosting an outdoor show featuring Little T&A and the Stray Cat Blues Band on Saturday,
September 10. Local songstress Sheryl Rouse will appear with Stacy Mitchhart at the Jazzyblu Cafe on Friday, September 16. The
Taj Mahal Trio will be at the Madison Theater in Covington, KY on Thursday, September 22. Stevie Ray's stays in the mix with
shows featuring the Honey Island Swamp Band on Wednesday, September 7, Tab Benoit on Sunday, September 11 and Anthony
Gomes on Thursday, September 22.

The festival season still has a few more
shows left in it before it concludes this year.
The last Mary Ann Fisher Summer Concert
Series show of 2011 is Saturday, Septem-
ber 3 in Russellville, KY featuring a gospel
reunion. Blues at the Crossroads in Terre
Haute, IN is September 9 and 10 while the
Roots and Heritage Festival in Lexington,
KY takes place on September 9, 10 and 11.
Louisville's own Jug Band Jubilee takes
place at the Brown-Forman Amphitheater
on Saturday, September 17. The Big Rock
Jazz Festival will again have a blues act
taking part in the show. This year it's the
Stella-Vees on Sunday, October 2. Be sure
to save the second weekend in October for
the Garvin Gate Blues Festival. The head-
liner for Friday, October 7 is Karen Lovely
and for Saturday, October 8 is Tullie Brae &
The Medicine Man Revue and Grady
Champion. We'll have more information on
Garvin Gate in next month's Blues News
newsletter.

Mea Culpa: Uber-drummer and super nice guy Jeff McAllister was
incorrectly identified on last month’s cover photo

Gary of KBS/IBC band contest winners Little T&A.

Apologies to both Jeffs, and thanks to Billy Peeps for the photo!
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DBlues on The Rocks

One of my favorite spots in Cherokee Park is the Big Rock area by the historic Gaulbert Pavilion, the terraced playground and the
backdrop of Beargrass Creek. This location is the site of the Big Rock Jazz Fest that is sponsored by the Highlands-Douglass
Neighborhood Association. For the past three years the Fest has included a good dose of blues. Last year the Walnut Street Blues
Band closed the event and the year before that it was Robbie Bartlett. The Stray Cats Blues Band was the first blues to be included in
the lineup in 2008. It was this gig that got the band reunited after a long hiatus. Steve Ferguson and the Midwest Creole Ensemble
were originally scheduled to perform but due to his failing health he suggested The Stray Cats. The band was relatively intact since
the early days with Lamont Gillispie playing harmonica, Jimmy Brown whipping the bass, Bruce Lively singing his heart out and Andy
Brown taking over from Dickie Durlauf on drums. Ricky Mason would have been the guitarist but he physically could not perform. Greg
Martin was recruited at the last moment to fill Ricky’s place. This was a logical choice, for Greg had briefly played with the band before
he formed the Kentucky Headhunters, where he achieved national recognition. Since this initial reunion they have been performing
occasionally around Louisville as Greg’s touring schedule permits.

Since blues has been and will be a basic ingredient for these Fests, it was agreed to change the name to the Big Rock Jazz & Blues
Fest. On Sunday, October 2, the Stella Vees will open the concert at 2:00 PM. This regional blues band has won the Kentuckiana
Blues Band Competition in 2004 and 2006. They have been the host band at Mr. Handy’s Blues Hall on Beale St. during the Interna-
tional Blues Challenge in Memphis for the last eleven years. They have performed at the 2007 Ribberfest in Madison, IN, the 2009
and 2010 Garvin Gate Blues Festivals, the 2009 Blues-n-Barbecue Festival at the Water Tower and the 2010 W. C. Handy Blues &
BBQ Festival in Henderson, KY. This band is hot with the volatile musical mix of Chicago’s Southside and the jump swing of T-Bone
Walker. Jason Lockwood fronts the band with his smooth vocals and guitar licks. Mark Hoekstra pushes the group with his fiery voice
and harp and Steve Parrish and Tim Dennison propel the rhythm on drums and bass. The Stella Vees are long overdue for a gig in
Louisville, so don't miss their rare appearance.

If you stick around, and you should for this is all free, FattLabb will start at 3:45 PM with their contemporary fusion jazz which com-
bines many influences from these six talented musicians. The headline act from 5:30 to 7:00 PM will be a first time ever, uniqgue mo-
ment. The Piano Jazz Summit will include Harry Pickens backed by an all star rhythm section. Joining him will be three nationally
known pianists: Phil DeGreg from Cincinnati, Luke Gillespie from Indiana University and Steve Allee from Indianapolis. With eight
creative hands on the keyboards and two grand pianos on the stage together, anything can happen. In addition to the excellent music,
O’Shea’s and BBC will be serving food and drink, plus vintage Jaguars will be on display.

Keith Clements
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28th Annual Chicago Blues Festival
June 10th -12th, 2011

Every Chicago Blues Festival has a theme or a significant event. The 2011 Festival concentrated on Chicago’s
local talent, “Sweet Home Chicago,” and the coronation of the new “Queen of the Blues.” After some unsea-
sonably cool weather during the first two days the music and temperatures warmed up for a grand finish on
Sunday. These photos provide just a glimpse of what happened on five stages during June 10 to 12.

BLUES NEWS

September 2011

By Keith S. Clements

What a way to start the Festival activities at Buddy
Guy’s Legends. XRT did a live broadcast with Eddy
Clearwater plus Lonnie Brooks and his two sons.
Ronnie Baker and Lonnie are jamming together.

Look out for Eric ‘Guitar’ Davis. He is a powerful
force from Chicago’s Southside who is shaking up
the next generation of young bluesmen.

Holle Thee Maxwell showed plenty of grit and sass
for a singer who originally was classically trained in
the opera.

Nora Jean Bruso can still move and excite the
crowds like she did at the 2006 Blues-n-Barbecue
Festival in Louisville.

“Somebody Shoot dat Thang” was the mantra of
James Super Chikan as he plucked his exotic selec-
tion of homemade guitars. He did not misfire on any
of them.



6. After the Festival finished on Friday, it was out to Reggie’s Music Joint on State St. Where an all women
cast of divas and musicians performed.

7. 8.and 9. Billy Branch was blowing his harp everywhere on Saturday and Sunday, backing Memphis Gold,
Sam Lay and Magic Slim

10. This is what Nick Moss saw from the Front Porch Stage through his reflective glasses. That's Curtis
Salgado’s reflection on the right.

11. Don’'t mess with Bob Corritore and Mud Morganfield for these blues brothers have a “Mean Disposition.”
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13.
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15.

16.

17.

When it comes to playing straight ahead,
no nonsense Chicago blues, John Primer
is one of the best. He apprenticed many
years playing with Magic Slim.

Father and son, Willie ‘Big Eyes’ Smith and
Kenny ‘Beady Eyes’ Smith (drums) are car-
rying on the blues tradition from one gen-
eration to another.

Carl Weathersby's powerful guitar and
voice belied his pink suit. He doesn’t need
to prove a thing when he plays his flying
vee and conjures up images of Albert King.

Jimmy Johnson was on the stage briefly
performing with Dave Specter. | enjoyed
every precious minute of Jimmy’s high
pitched clear voice and ringing guitar.

The emotional high point of the festival
was when Shemekia Copeland received a
rhinestone tiara from Koko Taylor’'s daugh-
ter, Cookie, formally recognizing her as the
new “Queen of the Blues.”

The grand finale Sunday evening was the
40™ Anniversary Tribute to Alligator Re-
cords with the Brooks family, Shemekia,
Eddy Clearwater, Michael Burks and Rick
Estrin.



Dobert Johnson’s Birthday

Robert Johnson could have celebrated his 100" birthday on May 8, 2011 had he lived beyond 27. Johnson was born in Hazlehurst
Mississippi, 30 miles south of Jackson, in 1911. He left behind a paltry 23 songs recorded at various locations including Dallas and
San Antonio.

Johnson Died in Greenwood Mississippi, about 114 miles to the north of Hazlehurst. Legend has it that Johnson was poisoned by a
jealous husband (he was quite the ladies’ man) and was buried in Greenwood. It is not known for sure where he was buried. There
are three sites around Greenwood that each claim to be his burial site, each with headstones. The one most commonly believed to be
his final resting place is at the Little Zion Missionary Baptist Church, just north of the city.

A two day birthday festival was celebrated by the city of Greenwood on May 7 and May 8. The festival was organized and heavily ad-
vertised in national publications. | have wanted for years to visit Mississippi, the birthplace of the blues. This seemed like a good time
to go. Unfortunately, | couldn't leave Louisville on Thursday morning as planned because of work, so we left on Friday morning and
had to be back on Sunday afternoon to catch a flight out of town for work. Nevertheless, my wife and | made a whirlwind trip to the
Delta arriving in time to search out the gravestone of Johnson before the music started.

When | got to the cemetery, there were four people there- a group of three with guitar and a fourth person travelling alone. All were
from Germany. | spoke to the one German while the others were playing guitar in front of the Johnson headstone and taking pictures.
This was his fourth trip to the Delta and he recommended some places for me to see.

After the obligatory pictures, we headed back to town, stopped at the Convention and Visitors Bureau and headed for the music.

There were three bands on Friday night-Scott Ainslie, Jay Lang & The Devils Due, and Bobby Rush. Scott Ainslie was my favorite as
he not only played (solo on resonator guitar) but told of the history of the Delta in Robert Johnson’s time. He was a musical history
lesson. Bobby Rush was the crowd favorite that night, and certainly a good entertainer, but the dancers were too bodacious for my
taste.

Saturday we awoke and drove to Clarksdale, about an hour to the north. After getting a picture at The Crossroads, we visited Roger
Stolle at Cat Head who gave us the run down on who was playing where (he keeps a chalk board on the wall to keep updating local
music). There was a lot of music going on in Clarksdale that day, but alas, we were early in the day-in fact Roger was just opening the
doors when we arrived. His is an interesting store- a good selection of Blues music, clothing, artwork, and miscellany. We drove to
Ground Zero Blues Club and Red’s Lounge, both of which were closed. Visitors sat on the couches in front of Ground Zero chatting
about the blues.

After leaving Clarksdale, we headed for Indianola, site of the B.B. King
Museum. | must admit that | enjoy some but not all of the music of BB.
This museum was really cool. It showed me a few things | did not know
about the man. Some hardships he endured and the road to his stardom
were not easy paths. It is worthwhile visiting this museum for any blues
fan, even a non-fan of his.

We left Indianola and headed back to Greenwood and the festival. We
missed the first three bands, but got to see Cedric Burnside, Kenny Brown,
Lightning Malcolm and Warren Haynes (I missed Honeyboy Edwards,
Robert Johnson’s Grandson’s Band, and Alvin Youngblood Hart although
Hart played with Brown later). | liked Cedric Burnside’s set so much |
bought a CD from him. The CD, however, is one | would like to sell back.
The Kenny Brown band was pretty good but in my opinion, Kenny is best
when he is solo with acoustic guitar. Lightning Malcolm was OK, and War-
ren Haynes was pure rock. The best artist of the day in my opinion was
Keb’ Mo'. | had never seen him and | was impressed with his songs, musi-
cianship and his authenticity. We left the show two songs into the closer
Warren Haynes’ set. That was just after midnight and we had to leave at
6:30 AM.

It took just over 9 hours to get to Greenwood. Clarksdale is probably about
8 hours from here. This trip made me want to go back and spend some
time in Clarksdale. While at Cat Head, Roger Stolle had live music in front
of the store and we saw the first act, La La, perform. There was to be a lot
of live music in Clarksdale that day.

We were impressed by two other things about Mississippi. The people
were so hospitable and friendly. We had long conversations with Robert
Johnson’s Granddaughter, Teresa, and an employee at the B.B. King Mu-
seum. Teresa was working at the Robert Johnson Foundation table at the
event and during her break, came over and sat with us for about a half
hour. | also met Johnson’s Grandson and Bill Wax of XM radio who was
master of ceremonies.

For a day and a half trip, not bad at all. Headstone with Johnson’s handwritten prayer.
Bob Brown
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® New MuUsic beviews!?

Kaye Bohler
Like a Flower
Self-Produced

First, on a technical note, this is a good CD. Polished. Very professional. Sophisticated. Well-produced. Slick.

That said, Kaye Bohler's press material is a bit on the lavish side -- a conclusion that could be easily reached
whether reading it before or after listening to "Like a Flower," her latest CD of 10 original tunes.

For one thing, this is mostly "Memphis" horns, funk, southern and retro soul, r&b and jazz with some blues thrown in -- not the other
way around. Second, while Kaye's voice is strong and clear and sounds nice, it's not quite "vocal power that can stand up to a Mar-
shall stack, or navigate around the falsetto nuances like Al Green." And, with all the brass and polish, it lacks a certain "grit" to be
called blues. Never really gets "down and dirty." At least, those are impressions from this particular recording.

Yes, press material is supposed to sell the product. Still, with this recording in mind, it's a bit overdone.

Kaye's vocals are ably supported by a number of backup singers, as well as several talented guitarists, among them Robben Ford and
Tommy Castro. Their stinging strings can be heard throughout the recording - as can the heavily featured horn section. Come to think
of it, if you like horns, you'll love this CD!

The bluesiest number on the list would have to be "Constant State of the Blues" -- aptly titled, and, again, horn-section heavy. But still,
one of the better tunes. "Two Things at Once," would also get a nod for "best-of" -- although this sweet, silky and jazzy number isn't
true-blue. And, ending it all, is the title track, a sultry toe-tapper that makes a good ending to the 10 song set list.

Les Reynolds

Mark Robinson
Quit Your Job - Play Guitar
Blind Chihuahua Records

Mark Robinson is from Bloomington Indiana. He learned music (guitar) and studied music at IU and earned a degree
% /| in audio and video production with a minor in music. He later followed the music he loved and moved to Chicago to

play with the great names in blues. While there, he played with Son Seals, Koko Taylor, Lonnie Brooks, Jimmy John-
son and Bo Diddley. Returning to Bloomington, he earned a Masters Degree in Instructional Systems Technology. Finally in 2004, he
was offered an opportunity to move to Nashville to be a full time musician where he has been since.

Robinson’s new CD, is a mix of soulful, blues roots music. It opens with a sort of north Mississippi sound with the song “Poor Boy”.
The second song changes gears and includes a mournful “wah” guitar sound that reminds me of a slow rock tune of the past.
“Runaway Train” is a self described “outlaw boogie blues train song”. The only song on the CD that | could pass on was “Sleepwalk”,
although it is a good rendition of the song, it is not up to the level of interest of the other songs.

Other than “Sleepwalk” all of the songs on the CD are good blues/rock/soul tunes with a New Orleans groove thrown in on “Backup
Plan”. Robinson plays guitar, dobro, and banjo on the songs. As you might guess from his aforementioned education, the recording is
well produced/recorded. All but 3 of the 11 songs were written by Robinson or Robinson and other band members.

This CD is available at CD Baby, Amazon and you can listen to clips at www.quityourjobplayguitar.com.

Bob Brown

David Evans
Needy Time
Inside Sounds

On this, Evans’ second CD, he has compiled a selection of blues and gospel material. The first song, “Bring the
Boys Back Home’ starts off as a war protest. The second song, “Now is a Needy Time” is your introduction to gos-
pel music. Then its off to “Highway 51", a blues song, then to “Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden” a 1928 song
with Evans on lead kazoo.

Evans’ songs have good, deep roots. He is on the right track here as far as the connection between gospel and blues. His blues are
based on old songs and non-electrified sounds. His music features excellent harmonica, by Little Victor, Billy Gibson and Alan Wilson.
All told, there are 16 artists on the CD. The music is “old school” with a lot of 1920’s sound to it. His influence is definitely from older
artists, not rockers. Instruments include kazoo, washboard, jug, and shaker.

A couple of the songs he used to perform with Hammie Nixon, who by the way plays kazoo and sings on one of the songs. Three of
the 14 songs were recorded many years ago and were preserved on home recordings.

The only cover song on the CD is “On the Road Again” a Canned Heat song that was written in part by Alan Wilson, one of the musi-
cians on the CD and founder of Canned Heat (this is one of the older recordings preserved by Evans).

Overall, this is a pretty good CD. It is roots blues that the veteran blues lovers will appreciate. Visit www.myspace.com/
uncledavidevans for some songs samples and information.

Bob Brown
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