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The headliners for this year's Garvin Gate Blues Festival are James "Super Chikan" Johnson (pictured left) and 
Deitra Farr. Johnson, born in Darling, MS in 1951, grew up picking cotton with his many family members on a 
delta farm. He started playing with his uncle Big Jack Johnson at Johnson's club in Clarksdale, MS called the 
"Black Fox." He is a true original, writing all of his own music and even making his own guitars. In the photo 
above he is pictured with one of his many handmade cigar box guitars. Farr (pictured right) started singing with 
soul bands in her native Chicago in 1975. In 1983 she started singing blues around Chicago and began touring 
with both the Sam Lay Blues Band and Mississippi Heat. Over the years she has been nominated for the W.C. 
Handy Traditional Blues Artist of the Year, the Living Blues Critics Award Female Blues Artist of the Year, the 
British Blues Connection Awards and the French Les Trophees Blues Awards. The full schedule for Garvin Gate 
can be found on page 5 in this issue of Blues News. 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2010: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Keith Clements – secretary 

Chris Grube – treasurer 
 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, come on 
out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at Lisa’s Oak Street Lounge, 1004 E. 
Oak) and take your pick! We receive promo releases from the 
major blues labels as well as regional and local bands. If you re-
view a CD, it’s yours to keep! 

Official Printers 
of the  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
 

www.voluforms.com 
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EDITOR 
Natalie Carter 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 
 

Bob Brown 
Keith Clements 
Nelson Grube 
Les Reynolds 

Gary Sampson 
 

Address Change? 
 

If you move, let us know your change of address. The 
Post Office does not forward bulk mail. 

The views expressed by the authors and advertisers 
are their own. Contributions by anyone offering perti-
nent and thoughtful discussion on blues issues are 

welcomed. 
 

www.kbsblues.org 
news@kbsblues.org 

 
CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT: 

 

GENERAL INFO 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

 

KBS EVENTS 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER 
Natalie Carter  (502) 893-8031 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 
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Rocky Adcock 
Emeritus 

Roger Wolford 
Emeritus 

Bob Brown Danny Henderson 

Natalie Carter Cole Kiser 

Keith Clements Jim Masterson 

Pam Dean Les Reynolds 

Nelson Grube Gary Sampson 

Chris Grube Debbie Wilson 
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Kentuckiana Blues Society 
 

©2008 Kentuckiana Blues Society 
Louisville, Kentucky 

 

www.blues.org 

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL for your renewal date, and please be sure to keep your membership cur-
rent. “TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: 
IT COULD TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a voice 

message for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org. 

LOOKING FOR A BAND? 
 

KBS keeps a list of local and regional band contact information on our website. For more information, go to  
www.kbsblues.org and click on “Bands”.  

 

ATTENTION ARTISTS: 
 

Please check in from time to time to be sure we have the most current information! 

Does your band need a blues vocalist? Then give me a call  
at 270-750-0049  

Mary Driver 
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 Since its return in 2007, Mike Suttles and Howard Rosenberg have worked very hard to make the 
Garvin Gate Blues Festival Louisville's premiere blues festival. This year's festival will feature three 
national blues acts with two on Friday and one on Saturday. Moreland and Arbuckle of Wichita, KS will 
play just before the closer James “Super Chikan” Johnson on Friday night. Moreland and Arbuckle 
have been playing together since 2001 and combine traditional delta blues with roots and rock music. 
Super Chikan was born and raised in the delta, working as a cotton picker with his family until he 
found his escape making music on his homemade cigar box guitars. Saturday's line-up will feature a 
full day of blues dames and divas with every band featuring a female blues singer. Saturday's closer is 
Deitra Farr from Chicago, former singer of Mississippi Heat. The complete schedule is in this issue of 
Blues News. As always the festival is free and be sure to bring a portable chair to enjoy the show. 
 

There are several other shows during the month of October worthy of note. On Saturday, October 9 
Buddy Guy and Jonny Lang will be at the Horseshoe Casino in Elizabeth, IN. At Stevie Ray's on Sun-

day, October 10 there will be a show in tribute to the late Ricky Mason. Mason passed away on New Year’s Day in 2009. 
Earlier this year he was inducted into the Stevie Ray's Blues Bar Hall of Fame. If the blues society receives enough ap-
plications by the October 1 deadline we will have a youth blues contest at the Bardstown Rd Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, October 17. This is another in a series of competitions to send local representatives to the International Blues 
Challenge in Memphis, TN next February. On Saturday, October 23 several pianists with ties to the area come together 
for “88 Shades of Blue” at the Kentucky Center. The evening will feature many types of music from boogie-woogie to 
gospel and jazz to R&B with several excellent musicians in attendance including Caroline Dahl, Lee Carroll, Joe Turley 
and Harry Pickens. 
 

Friday, October 15 is the deadline for any blues artist from the Kentuckiana area that wants to send in a CD for consid-
eration in the Blues Foundation's Best Self-Produced CD contest. The KBS will pick one CD to represent the blues soci-
ety in a competition of blues societies from around the country and a few international ones as well. CDs must have 
been released after November 1, 2009. Information and applications are available at http://members.aye.net/~kbsblues/
contest.htm or you can call me at 502/724-9971. 
 

I want to send a big thank you out to the more than 50 KBS members who came out to Jim Porter's on Friday, Septem-
ber 3 to see the Willie “Big Eyes” Smith show. It always makes me feel good to see so many blues lovers in one place 
especially when they happen to be blues society members and they get into the show for free. Our thanks to Kim Donze 
and Jim Porter's for making that possible. 
 

Last week I received two checks for the Musician's Emergency Resource Foundation (MERF) from Tim Cain at Zeppe-
lin's Cafe and John Murrow at Check's Cafe. These donations were collected at the Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues 
Festival in August. A total of $1,204 was raise for MERF and will go a long way toward helping musicians in need. 
Thanks to everyone who attended. MERF also recently 
announced the date for this year's Viva La Diva show. It 
will be Sunday, November 21 at Jim Porter's and if you 
attended last year’s show you saw some of the best 
women performers our area has to offer. We hope to see 
you there this year. 
 

We are still working on the details of our 22nd anniver-
sary celebration at the Vernon Club on Saturday, Novem-
ber 13. We will have all the details in next month's news-
letter. We are still looking for sponsors and have lowered 
our patron sponsorship category to just $100. If you can 
lend us a hand please give me a call at 502/724-9971 or 
send an email to prez@kbsblues.org. 
 

The KBS will hold its October board meeting at Bearno's 
by the Bridge at Second and Main streets in downtown 
Louisville on Wednesday, October 6. Our November 
board meeting will be held at the Vernon Club in prepara-
tion for our birthday party. That meeting will be Wednes-
day, November 3. All KBS board meetings are free and 
open to the public. 

 
Gary 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Letter From the Prez 
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KBS/IBC Solo/Duo Contest 
Lisa’s Oak Street Lounge - August 15, 2010 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Jeff Jones 
Photo by Bob Brown 

Dust Radio 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Rick Johnson 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Summer Breeze 
Photo by Bob Brown 

Wayne Fulton & Tommy Radcliffe 

Photo by Les Reynolds 

Bad Bob and Debra J 
Photo by Bob Brown 

And the Winner Is... 
Photo by Bob Brown 

Jimi V & Screamin’ John. Congratulations! 
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2010 Cincinnati Blues Festival 
Sawyer Point Park - August 6-8 - Story & Photos by Les Reynolds 

As I have felt for the previous four consecutive years attending and volunteering for the Cincinnati Blues Festival (held first full 
weekend each August for 18 straight years, though called the Queen City something or other in its infancy), this event was/is 
excellent. Spread out in Sawyer Point Park (from where you can easily walk across the Ohio River via the Purple People 
bridge to Newport, Kentucky--which I did, once) over three stages (main, arches/boogie piano and local), there's something for 
everyone. 
 

There were some 44 acts for the 2010 version of the two-day CBF--including some cross-stage duplication and a smidgen of 
cross-band personnel duplication (which could take the total to 42 if you get technical about it). This year's fare even included 
zydeco music from the likes of Robin Lacy and Dwayne Dopsie on the arches/piano stage on opening night. Friday's highlights 
also included Candye Kane on the main stage, who in between songs "preached" the successful power of affirmative speaking 
and thought in overcoming pancreatic cancer. She was without doubt the most outlandishly dressed performer at this event, 
although quite entertaining and powerful. That's not blues. Well, whatever. Closing out on the main stage was the powerful and 
deep voice of Alexis P. Suter and her band (which included some cute and talented backup singers, too). The local stage on 
Friday opened with a Cincy-based band called the Tempted Souls Band, fronted by a fantastic singer named Gina McCann. 
 

Saturday's lineups were equally entertaining, although my personal tastes (and my volunteer "job") found me at the piano 
stage much of the time instead of at the other venues. Shane Dwight, Rick Estrin and the Nightcats and Joe Louis Walker 
headlined the main stage. On the local stage, Miss Lissa and Company went on at 7; however, I had to be content with a brief 
sidewalk conversation with her as my volunteer shift began at another stage when she was set to perform. On a sad note, just 
a few hours earlier, Michele Feaster, one of Cincy's favorite blueswomen and known as II Juicy, passed away from cancer. 
Just ninety minutes afterward, her remaining band members mounted the local stage in her honor. Also on Saturday, the 
boogie piano stage (a large structure with three justaposed and deep arches) sported fast-fingered blues and boogie from per-
ennial favorite Liz Pennock and Dr. Blues, Mark Braun, local favorite Ricky Nye, the legendary Ann Rabson (founder of Saffire: 
the Uppity Blueswomen), Rob "I've-Never-Seen-Anybody's-Hands-Move-That-Fast-Across-the-Eighty-Eights" Rio and a rous-
ing and fun-filled grand finale which had several pianists at one time on two facing pianos on each end of the stage. 
 

I have mentioned my "job" as a volunteer. This year, I was technically called an "artist liaison." Sounds fancy, official and it's 
not easy to say, or spell. Basically, I got stuff for musicians. Greeted them. Helped them find where stuff was. Got 'em beer. 
Made sure they got paid. Hung around backstage and enjoyed the shows. Got into the festival free, got some free drink tickets 
and a t-shirt. (No hotel room or gas money provided--had to do that myself. The Motel 6 in Florence was just adequate, but a 
money-saver, I'm sure.) Anyway, back to being a "gofer" (HA). It's the best gig, really. Maybe outside of actually contacting and 
recruiting/hiring the talent, or running sound (the latter is contracted out). On the main stage, things were so much "cleaner" 
this year. Not nearly as many volunteers running around. I felt much more useful, needed and at ease. Each shift was gener-
ally part of a four-person crew, with a crew chief who had a radio (Woooooo. Status. But that device comes in handy when sig-
naling for a cart to carry an artist someplace with equipment; or to bring back several beers). My group was assigned to the 
Alexis P. Suter Band from 9-midnight on Friday. Longtime main stage emcee and talent recruiter Dave Warford was friendly 
and more talkative than usual, although he seemed really tired. Stage manager Tom Thiem seemed extra cheerful, and spoke 
to me like I'd been there for many years. And I had reconnected with volunteer coordinator Tammy Rheams earlier in the eve-
ning--who had suggested this particular gig in the first place when I met her last year backstage on the main stage. Friday night 
was a good experience. 
 

Saturday was radically different; although still very enjoyable. Mike Flanders (who was in charge of all liaisons) was more visi-
ble at the arches/piano stage. He and his wife (Julie Hotchkiss) and our crew chief Pete Armstrong made the job very easy and 
fun. There were a few points of concern from time to time: like, I didn't find out til after I arrived that most of the artists had been 
there for hours already because it's what they do (hang out at the merch tent and watch the other acts). I was already wonder-
ing how I was going to identify these persons (we're a group, but each is "assigned" one person to assist: I had Rob 
"FastFingers" Rio, a great guy) and I had "studied" "my" person as well as the publicity photos of several others. Turns out, 
when I got there, I found out several of those were often ancient publicity photos and folks change. They also change clothes 
and put on sunglasses, hats, etc. But, not to worry. It all worked out. I found Liz and Doc, who I knew very well, and recognized 
Ann Rabson and discovered Rob Rio had been wandering around for a long time, just enjoying himself, happy to be there (like 
most of the others). In fact, Mike (Flanders) told us that most of these folks are so used to being left on their own at other 
events they are almost shocked at the hospitality at the CBF. Most don't really want much, and make no demands at all. The 
piano stage had many more performers with a much quicker turnaround time--making personnel ID more challenging. I just 
relaxed and went with the flow, did what I really needed to do and didn't worry about the rest. We had Coordinators and "Folks-
In-Charge" for those "Other Things." 
 

Anyway, I am sure there are many other things I could talk about; however, I've taken up too much space already. Closing 
comments: I had a great time, I'll be back next year and this blues society really knows how to put on a show and treat its vol-
unteers very well. 
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Robin Lacy and de Zydeco Candye Kane 

Tempted Souls Band Alexis P. Suter Band 

Liz Pennock Dr. Blues Stephanie Trick 
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New Music Reviews! 

Les Copeland 
Don’t Let The Devil In 
Earwig Music 4958 CD  
 

Right off the bat, the recommenda-
tion for blues fans regarding Les 
Copeland's newest release is to pay 
close attention to roughly the first half 
of the CD. The rest of it, while still 
good, contains a lot of jazz, folk, and 

ballad style tunes which might not satisfy diehard blues lovers. 
Because of that, this review will focus mainly on the first part of 
the 15-song CD. 
 

Residing in British Columbia, Canada, Leslie Stuart Copeland 
proves himself to be a versatile--and talented-- recording artist/
musician (see above paragraph). His vocals are just rough and 
strong enough and he enunciates better than a lot of old blues-
men. (Thanks to being Canadian, eh?) His guitar skills are top-
notch, as he deftly maneuvers from country to Delta to an al-
most "easy-listening" kind of blues. Copeland's slide is tight, 
nimble and controlled, as well as tasteful. He can do the 
thumb-pickin' bass-line holdin' style and slide all in a seemingly 
seamless effort.  
 

With those attributes and characteristics in mind, tunes which 
deserve the most notice are the tone-setting opener "That 
Needing Time," the following track--a guitar instrumental trib-
ute to Ry Cooder, "Long Lost Love, the country-blues tune sit-
ting at track eight, and perhaps the best tune is "Riding the 
Sky Train," a gospel-esque pick-and-slide instrumental which 
comes in at just under two minutes and leaves you wanting a 
lot more... 
 

Which, for blues fans, is what happens after listening to Cope-
land's truly bluesy material.  
 

Les Reynolds 

 

Dave Keller 
Play For Love 
Tastee-Tone Records  
 

Keller's latest release is a mix of soul/
funk and some blues, less real blues 
than anything else. It's well done, and 
the guitar (on the very slow ones) is 
very tasteful and shows Keller's skill. 
However, mostly, this 13-song CD is 

a soul record, heavily featuring Keller's vocals and guitar along 
with Ira Friedman's retro-sounding Hammond and Wurlitzer 
keyboard work. 
 

Give Keller credit: the man's a good guitarist, can sing; and he 
wrote all but one of the songs. His voice occasionally gives a 
nod to Van Morrison, so he knows a little about vocal delivery. 
Unlike Morrison, though, he doesn't slur his words. Keller is 
also adept at getting a lot out of every note he plays on guitar--
a good thing, since much of it is very slow paced. Case in 
point, the instrumental "Gabriella." This closing number is per-
haps the most bluesy song on the entire list. 
 

Perhaps the best tune is track eight, "The Golden Bird," again, 
not exactly a blues number, although one could stretch and 
call it "country blues." Keller's fingers are nimble as he plucks 
his National steel strings on a song that should probably be 
labeled Appalachian-blues. 
 

Overall, a good effort and well produced. For blues fans, how-
ever, this won't quite do the trick. 
 

Les Reynolds 
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WC Handy Blues Festival 
Henderson, KY - June 18 & 19th (for us!) 

Henderson, KY is about an hour and a half ride from Louisville. They have a beautiful riverfront park that they use for the 
Handy Festival. High banks give one a view of the river from a vantage point; huge trees dot the park and provide shade 
that moves as the sun traverses the sky. 
 

Food is available from street vendors and sports bars, cafeterias, and restaurants – providing whatever your stomach 
desires. Also there are several very good SHOE STORES that provide most any style, name brand, color you could 
imagine. We go for the music, the food, and the shoe stores. 
 

We like to go on Wednesdays to enjoy most all the festival has to offer – this year due to a missing dog sitter – we went 
on Friday morning again, getting there in time to see the opener close – Hog Maw Blues Band was just closing its set as 
we got our chairs set up. Bryant/Stevens band was up next, followed by the Stella Vees, Albert  Castiglia, and Kenny 
Neal with Tab Benoit as the closer. What a day’s line up. 100 degrees and humid, just like at home! 
 

Saturday kicked off with Doug McLeod, the Kilborn Alley Blues Band, Otis Taylor, Magic Sam and the Teardrops, She-
mekia Copeland and Joe Louis Walker. Yes, this was the same Kilborn Alley Blues Band that played for Louisville’s Hat 
Lady’s birthday party last year. 
 

I gotta admit I had a favorite in mind going to the Handy this year. My heart was set on seeing Magic Slim play and did 
he ever! Didn’t take a break, played 20 or so songs – all sounding, as they are/were, of old Chicago Blues. I enjoyed him 
very much. Luckily he had only one CD for sale so I didn’t have to choose which one to buy and try to remember what I 
had at home. He came out to sign afterwards – and was friendly as he burned a few tubes – but kept his attention long-
ingly fixed on the Artists’ Tent behind him. 
 

If you’ve never done this festival – you need to add it to your list of Blues things to do. It happens the week of Father’s 
Day weekend every year. It’s free in the park. Donations are accepted. 
 

Nelson Grube 

Blues Around Town 

Left: Duke Robillard playing a signature set at Stevie Ray’s on 
June 20th. Photos by Keith Clements.  
 
Above: Janiva Magness cools off after a particularly hot moment 
in her scorching set at the Vernon Club August 13th. 
Photo by Les Reynolds 
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by 
mail, discounts at our sponsors and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two people at the same address, two membership 
cards and one newsletter) is $20 per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a 
membership card for each band member. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News 
weekly update e-mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at 
www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon above and send with your payment to: 

 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($25 US ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT 
KBS EVENTS 

CITY/ST/ZIP 
____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


