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Photo by David True 
Kentucky’s own Headhunter Greg Martin, the legendary Jimmy Hall and Louisiana blues/funkmeister Josh Garrett tore the 
roof off the Vernon Club at the Kentuckiana Blues Society’s 21st birthday party on November 14th. KBS/IBC solo/duo contest 
winner Jon Boy Slim did a fine job of warming up the capacity crowd, and FireFresh BBQ kept everyone fueled up for lots of 
dancing. There are more party pics inside, and for a full rundown check out Keith’s monthly “I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble” in 
the December issue of the Louisville Music News.  You only turn 21 once, and the KBS did it up in style. 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2010: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Keith Clements – secretary 

Chris Grube – treasurer 
 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, come on 
out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at Lisa’s Oak Street Lounge, 1004 E. 
Oak) and take your pick! We receive promo releases from the 
major blues labels as well as regional and local bands. If you re-
view a CD, it’s yours to keep! 

 
CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT: 

 

GENERAL INFO 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

 

KBS EVENTS 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER 
Natalie Carter  (502) 893-8031 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

KBS Board of Directors 

Rocky Adcock 
Emeritus 

Roger Wolford 
Emeritus 

Bob Brown Cole Kiser 

Natalie Carter Jim Masterson 

Keith Clements Les Reynolds 

Nelson Grube Gary Sampson 

Chris Grube Debbie Wilson 

Danny Henderson  
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Address Change? 
If you move, let us know your change of address. The 

Post Office does not forward bulk mail. 
The views expressed by the authors and advertisers 
are their own. Contributions by anyone offering perti-
nent and thoughtful discussion on blues issues are 

welcomed. 
 

www.kbsblues.org 
news@kbsblues.org 

TIME TO RENEW? 
 

Check your MAILING LABEL for your renewal 
date, and please be sure to keep your mem-
bership current. “TIME TO RENEW” will ap-
pear at the top of the label when your mem-
bership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: THIS LA-
BEL MESSAGE IS THE ONLY REMINDER 
YOU WILL RECEIVE! And remember, it could 
take up to a couple of weeks to get your new 
card. If you need it sooner, leave a voice mes-
sage for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email 
to membership@kbsblues.org. 

USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY  40205

                            STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
          SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

Jimmy Brown
Owner

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661

www.guitar-emporium.com

Blues News 
The monthly newsletter of the  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
 

©2008 Kentuckiana Blues Society 
Louisville, Kentucky 

 

www.blues.org 
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Note to self: For next year's KBS anniversary party have more chairs, fewer tables and bring in three 
acts as kick-ass as we had in 2009.  
 

There. That was easy. 
 

On Saturday November 14 the KBS packed the house at the Vernon Club with over 300 in attendance 
to see Jon Boy Slim, Josh Garrett and the Bottomline and Jimmy Hall. Jon Boy Slim started the evening 
with a solo set to help warm up the crowd. The club was already pretty full when Josh Garrett launched 
into this show. Launched is the operative word here because that's when the party took off. Garrett is a 
full octane performer who had the crowd on their feet with his mix of Louisiana blues, funk and zydeco. 
He played a full one hour and forty-five minute set and took a break just long enough to catch his breath 
and come out to back the headliner for the night Jimmy Hall. KBS board member Keith Clements tipped 

me off to a surprise a few days before the show. An old friend of Jimmy's was going to stop by that night and bring his 
guitar. True to his word he showed up just before Josh and Jimmy took the stage. It was none other than Kentucky native 
Greg Martin who used to play with Jimmy Hall in the band “The Mighty Jeremiahs.”  The rest of the night is a blur for me. 
At one point I remember Jimmy Hall dancing from one end of the stage to the other with his saxophone in hand and the 
small dance floor at the Vernon was filled with female admirers. I think Jimmy could have danced out the back door ala 
the Pied Piper and they would have followed him. The band played until after midnight and no one wanted to leave. I can't 
remember a better KBS birthday party. I hope everyone had as good a time as I did. 
 

That evening could not have taken place without the help of a lot of people. First I want to thank KBS board members 
Keith Clements, Bob Brown and Les Reynolds, the members of this years' anniversary party committee. Les was the 
chairman of the committee. Thanks also to the volunteers who worked that night including Carolyn Joyce, Chris Grube, 
Cole Kiser, David Modica, Margot Maxwell, Mark Barnes, Mark Sneed, Nelson Grube, Pam Dean and Sandy French. 
Natalie Carter did another stellar job with the presentation detailing the history of the blues society. Jeanne Doak fixed a 
huge cake in the shape of a guitar that was gone before the night was over. Jim Masterson came before the party and 
hung several of his large blues portraits around the club. It made me feel like I was back in the Cherokee Blues Pub 
where some of his paintings used to be on display. Terri Williams and her staff at FireFresh BBQ did a great job providing 
pork and chicken dinners to the crowd and the musicians. The Downtown Recording Studio staff made everyone sound 
great and once again Vernon Club owner Dale 
McCall, manager Eric Widmayer and the entire staff of 
the Vernon made us feel right at home. 
 

Meat Men Bar-B-Q Sauce and the Galaxie Agency 
were our main financial sponsors this year. We could 
not have done it without them. Additional support 
came from WFPK 91.9 FM, Voluforms in Jefferson-
ville, IN and Epiphone Musical Instruments. Voluforms 
prints this newsletter every month in addition to taking 
good care of our other needs in the way of posters, 
business cards, etc . Congratulations to Nina Wilson, 
the winner of the Epiphone guitar raffle. Thanks also 
to MillerCoors Brewing and River City Distributing for 
the anniversary party banners. Several individuals and 
organizations donated items for our blues basket raffle 
including the Garvin Gate Blues Festival, Guitar Em-
porium, Kevin Yazell, MERF, Voluforms and WFPK. 
Thanks also to the many blues musicians who do-
nated CD's for the raffle. 
 

At the party I announced that the current board of di-
rectors and officers of the KBS have been re-elected 
for another year. These individuals can be found on 
page two of this newsletter. They put in a lot of time 
and effort to make this blues society run and their ef-
forts have paid off very well as there are only about a 
dozen societies in North America larger than ours. I 
thank the board for their continued trust in my abilities 
and look forward to starting my fifth year as your presi-
dent. 

Gary 

Photo by Bob Brown 

 

Letter From the Prez 

 



4 BLUES NEWS   December 2009 

Garvin Gate Blues Festival 
October 9-10, 2009 

Photo by Les Reynolds  

Sue O’Neil and Blue Seville  
Photo by Les Reynolds  

Stacy Mitchhart  

Photo by Les Reynolds  

Lil’ Dave Thompson   

Photo by Les Reynolds  

Dick and the Roadmasters  
Photo by Les Reynolds  

Dick and the Roadmasters  

Photo by Les Reynolds  

Jim Masterson Band  
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Photo by Bob Brown 

Hellfish  
Photo by Bob Brown 

The Stella Vees 

Photo by Les Reynolds  

Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues  
Photo by Les Reynolds  

Sugar Blue 

Photo by Bob Brown 

2009 Sylvester Weaver Award Winner Jim Masterson 
Photo by Les Reynolds 

And The Winner Is... 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Harmonica Blowout 
Photo by Les Reynolds 

Blues at The Gate 
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New Music Reviews! 

Shane Dwight 
Plays the Blues 
R-Tist Records/Vizztone 
 

Sometimes you find an artist that can excel at a show but fail to translate to a CD, or vice versa. 
Well, with that being said, Shane Dwight’s latest effort is all vice without the versa. Simply titled 
“Shane Dwight Plays the Blues”, it’s neither misleading or contradictory. All ten tracks will satisfy all 
blues lovers. I found myself totally dependent on tracks 1 (“Bad News Morning”), 9 (“Have Some of 
That”), and 5 (“Ode to Albert”), but the entire CD got the repeat treatment.  

 

Having seen Shane Dwight perform live in Monterey, CA at a blues club, Sly McFly’s, I’ve seen firsthand his capable lead 
and singing abilities, but what also sticks out in my mind is his habit of twirling his head around and round, all the while 
keeping a constant rhythm.  
 

I can totally imagine someone who purchases this CD going to catch his show and being impressed how he is able to 
capture the live version recording so well. All the songs were written and arranged by Mr. Dwight, as were most of his pre-
vious works, thus proving that he not only plays the blues, suffice to say he lives the blues.  

Cole Kiser 

 

Woodbrain 
Swimming in Turpentine 
Yellow Dog Records 
 

There is a new group of rock musicians out there who have been inspired by the great masters of 
blues of the likes of Robert Johnson and others, yet still like their rock roots. Some carry their music 
one step further into another yet unnamed genre that “skirts” the others.   Woodbrain is a good ex-
ample of that type of music. They are not classify-able into one or the other category.  
  

This group, from Portland Oregon, consists of Joe McMurrian (vocals/guitar), David Lipkind 
(harmonica), Jason Honl (bass) and Jimi Bott (drums) and recorded 13 original songs on this CD. Jimi Bott is an accom-
plished musician who played for the Fabulous Thunderbirds, Rod Piazza & the Mighty Flyers and Mark Hummel. This mu-
sic is not blues, rock, roots or anything else, but a combination of all of the above. This music is for the rock fan looking for 
blues influenced songs, not for the blues fan. On some songs, the only relation to the blues is the harmonica.   
 

All in all, the CD is not bad, but took me listening to it several times before I caught on. Two songs are reminiscent of the 
halcyon days of the 70’s music that was not understandable without some chemical additive. Take it or leave it. 
 

Bob Brown 

 

Zakiya Hooker 
Keeping It Real 
Boogie with the Hook Records 
 

John Lee Hooker's living legacy is his daughter, Zakiya, whose fourth CD carries the torch of tradi-
tional blues (and some not-so-traditional) with 13 tunes that cover three of her father's recordings, 
one by Robert Johnson and includes several originals she and husband/producer/bassist Ollan 
Bell created. 
 

All-in-all, this is a good effort. However, Zakiya doesn't seem to quite live up to the hype and 
"greatness-by-default" that seems bestowed upon her. Of course, with ancestry such as hers, expectations would natu-
rally run a tad high--and perhaps unfairly so. With the knowledge of John Lee's gravelly, deep baritone, one might expect 
at least a hint of a snarl or growl from the woman. Maybe a bit more grit, dirt and deep soul. The instruments are actually 
a bit more soulful than Zakiya's vocals. Still, she's got a nice enough voice and carries each tune off with poise and skill. 
 

Some of the more notable tunes include Johnson's "Standing at the Crossroads" (a tune that's gone by several titles with 
the word "Crossroads" in them), which is a more rockin' version than the original with some excellent blues harp being 
played by someone not mentioned in the liner notes. Track six ("End of the World Blues") is actually introduced by John 
Lee Himself with a spoken word segue into Zakiya's soft bluesy-jazzy groove. "Love Foreclosure" (Bell/Hooker) is a 
sweetly sensual tune where she drops her voice down a notch and it sounds nice. Perhaps the best-known tune is "One 
Bourbon, One Scotch, One Beer," a rollicking number featuring great piano from any number of listed keyboard players 
(Janice Maxie, Sugar G, or two Argentines Silvio Marzolini or Nicolas Raffetta, as much of this recording was produced 
in Argentina). Finally, she joins her late dad for a duet on the last track titled "Rock these Blues Away" with a confident 
vocal performance that's likely the best of the entire CD. Even the backup singers do a superb job. 
 

Les Reynolds    
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Spinnin’ in the Drawer 
From High atop McCarty Knob 
In Southern Indiana 
 

Where Blues meets Country 
meets Gospel meets Rock: 
Buy me a ticket, show me to my chair 
stick a guitar in my hands – I’ll be awhile. 
 
 

The Blues Society almost never gets Holiday Music for review. Only thing I have is a couple of Gene Autry Sings Rudolf and The 
Three Stooges Meet Frosty the Snowman  33’s except -come to think of it - if Ray Stevens did a Christmas song, I’ve probably got it 
on 45 rpm. 
 

So – from the Blues Society’s 21st Birthday party I have a double CD – Soul Fixin, Live From Texas – 5 Hours of Music, 5 Bands, with 
1 Mission: a festival of like-minded individuals who appreciate all the heart and soul musicians share with us through their music and 
performance. www.soul-fixin’music. And it is dedicated to the memory of Luther Allison 1939 – 1997.   
 

Featured on this 5 hour mass recording of like minded roots music are:  The Shane Henry Band, Albert Cummins, The Renee Austin 
Band, Randy McDonald, Junior Watson, and the Tommy Castro Band fill in the first disc, and the second disc opens with: The Tommy 
Castro Band with Jimmy Hall and has The Tommy Castro Band with Junior Watson, Jimmy Hall and Albert Cummins finishing the 
side. I would not want to have this in the dashboard CD player while driving a slow road like 64 either direction if it was being patrolled 
at all. 
 
 

All of the officers of the Kentuckiana Blues Society – and all those who serve on the Board of Directors – do so out of their love for the 
blues. Whichever form, from which ever room of the big house where the blues reside that turns one on and the doesn’t do a thing for 
the other – we still pull to keep it all alive. There is no such thing as a salary – although we all make eight figures for our work. El Pre-
sidente may make nine figures – but it’s for bragging rights only as they are all zeroes. The only perk around is you get to keep the CD 
that you review. Unless somebody else needs it. El Presidente works very hard for sure – so buy him a beer if you see him out and 
around. BUT – there is one person who does more work  every month the rest of us put together – and that lady is our Editor – the 
one who makes us write stuff and have it in to her  by the 15th of each month – who reads this stuff, (edits), puts the newsletter to-
gether, gets it to the printer to be printed, folded, stamped and mailed, and puts up with more crap from us writers/reporters/picture 
takers/reviewers (everyone of us amateurs at everything except resorting to teen age like excuses in time of maybe crisis) – so it can 
get to you before the first week of each month is over -  and her name is Natalie. You see her out, buy her an adult beverage and tell 
her “THANKS”. She deserves it! 
 

Hope your Christmas is Merry and you still want everything that you got, and that you be stuffed the Holidays thru. 
Hi Lynn – keep up the goodwork! 

Until next year – Nelson. 
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KBS 21st Anniversary Party 
The Vernon Club, November 14, 2009 

If you missed it, you really missed out! This party had everything... 

 Photo by David True 

Party Horns... 

Photo by David True 

Lynn 

Photo by David True 

Melissa 

Photo by Keith S. Clements 

Priscilla and Jim 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Mark Levron of The Bottomline (& Danny) 

Photo by Keith S. Clements 

Matt Gros of The Bottomline 

Dancing Girls... 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Cole 

And CAKE! 

Photo by David True 

Jeannie 

Adult Beverages... 

Party Hats... 

Photo by David True 

JonBoy Slim w/guest Katy Rene 
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JonBoy Slim, Josh Garrett and The Bottomline, Jimmy Hall 
with special guest Greg Martin (all photos by David True) 
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT! 
 

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by 
mail, discounts at our sponsors and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two people at the same address, two membership 
cards and one newsletter) is $20 per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a 
membership card for each band member. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News 
weekly update e-mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at 
www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon above and send with your payment to: 

 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S) ____________________________________ 

_______ DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ BAND MEMBERSHIP ($25 US ENCLOSED) ADDRESS ____________________________________ 

_______ 
I AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT 
KBS EVENTS 

CITY/ST/ZIP ____________________________________ 

 Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


