
1 BLUES NEWS   MARCH 2007  
 

 

 THE NEWSLETTER OF THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY 
“...PRESERVING, PROMOTING AND PERPETUATING THE BLUES.” 

 
Louisville, Kentucky                         Incorporated 1989 

March 2007 

 IN THIS ISSUE 

KBS News and Contacts.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2 

Letter From the Prez. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3  

New Music Reviews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  4 

KBS House Party . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Kentuckiana Blues Calendar. . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 

Patronize Our Sponsors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7 

The Clay Street Blues All Stars, left to right. Glen Haley (drums), Kris Pickhardt (piano, vocals), Doug Ehringer (bass, 
vocals), Matthew Swenson (guitar, vocals), and Fuzzy Roth (harp, vocals).  They’ll be playing at The Swamp on April 20-
21, and at Stevie Ray’s on May 12. Meantime, see some live performance videos by videographer Bruce Holland 
(Redbud305) at www.youtube.com. Search “Clay Street Blues All Stars.” 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-

dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our Single membership is a bargain at 

only $15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at 
the same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is 

only $20.00 US per year. If you see a notice on your mailing la-
bel, that means that it’s time to renew! 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2007: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Chris Grube – secretary 
Brenda Major – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, come 
on out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first Wednes-
day of each month at 7:00 PM  at O’Shea’s Irish Pub, 956 
Baxter Avenue), and take your pick! We receive promo re-
leases from the major blues labels as well as regional and 

local bands. If you review a CD, it’s yours to keep! 

 

Affiliated Member 

www.blues.org 

March 2007 
Volume 16   Number 40 

 

EDITOR 
 

Natalie Carter 
 

CONTRIBUTORS 
 

Bob Brown 
Gary Sampson 

 
 
 

Address Change? 
 
 

If you move, let us know your change of ad-
dress. The Post Office does not forward bulk 

mail. 
 

The views expressed by the authors and adver-
tisers are their own. Contributions by anyone 

offering pertinent and thoughtful discussion on 
blues issues are welcomed. 

 
KBS Website: 

www.kbsblues.org 
e-mail: news@kbsblues.org 

Rocky Adcock 
Emeritus 

Roger Wolford 
Emeritus 

Bob Brown Nelson Grube 

Natalie Carter Chris Grube 

Keith Clements Brenda Major 

Bob Cox Gary Sampson 

Patricia Gilbert Steve Walls 

Lynn Gollar Debbie Wilson 

KBS Board of Directors 

CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT: 
 

GENERAL INFO 
Brenda Major  (502) 893-0173 

 

KBS EVENTS 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER 
Natalie Carter  (502) 893-8031 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

Blues News 
The monthly newsletter of the  

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
 

© 2002 Kentuckiana Blues Society 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Blues on the Air 
 

The Saturday Night Blues Party  91.9 WFPK, Saturday 9 PM - Midnight 
Robb Morrison’s Blues Brunch (webcast), Sundays 9 AM – Noon www.1073theroad.com 

Bad Dog Blues (webcast) 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM www.baddogblues.com 

TIME TO RENEW?  
Please check the mailing label on your newsletter and keep your membership current.  

(Remember, it may take a couple of weeks to get your new card...call 893-8031 if you need it sooner!) 
Help us keep on keepin’ the blues alive! 

KBS thanks you for your support! 

2007 IBC Winners Crowned  
 

Mighty Lester of the Triangle Blues Society placed third, the kids from Tupelo, sponsored by the Mississippi Delta Blues Society of Indianola, the 
Homemade Jamz Blues Band, — ages 14, 12 and 8!!! — amazed the crowd and took second place. First Prize went to Sean Carney Band from the 
Columbus Blues Alliance. Sean also took the Albert King Award for best guitarist and was also the Best Dressed!!  
 

The Solo/Duo Finals Saturday night at the New Daisy Theater were presented before--go figure--a packed house. First place went to Nathan James 
and Ben Hernandez, sponsored by the Blues Lovers United of San Diego. Second place was awarded to Sonny Moorman of the Cincy Blues Soci-
ety. We are Mighty Lester was named the The Best Self Produced CD. 

© 2007 The Blues Foundation (www.blues.org) 



3 BLUES NEWS   MARCH 2007 

LETTER FROM THE PREZ 
The Kentuckiana Blues Society will hold its first event of 2007 Saturday, March 3 at River Bend Winery. Please join us for a blues 
house party to benefit the society. Music will be provided by Mad Dog Rhythm & Blues Quartet, the Jim Masterson Band and River 
City Blues. The Winery is located at 120 South 10th street. This is on 10th street between Main and Market. The benefit starts at 7 pm 
and parking is available in the lot next door to the Winery. We will also be raffling off items during the course of the evening including 
t-shirts, CD’s, photographs and more. KBS would like to thank WFPK 91.9 FM radio and ear x-tacy for their donations to the benefit. 
Come out and show your support for the Kentuckiana Blues Society. 
 

A CD release party for Foree Wells’ It’s A New Day Brother! will be held Sunday, April 22 from 7:00 to 10:00 pm at Alumni’s Hopps, 
800 W. Market Street. Wells, who passed away in 1997, was a KBS founding member and a past recipient of the Sylvester Weaver 
award. The Last Minute Blues Band featuring Sonny Sitgraves, James Watkins and Matt Swenson and The Walnut Street Blues 
Band, Foree’s former band, will perform that evening. Copies of It’s A New Day Brother! will be available for $13. If you wish to pur-
chase your copy of the album before then, go to ear X-tacy at 1534 Bardstown Road or order online at www.earx-tacy.com.  
 

In September of 2006, several blues shows were held at the Grand Theater in Frankfort, KY. These performances helped raise funds 
to renovate the Grand and create a multi purpose visual and performing arts facility in the capital city. These live performances are 
now available in a CD entitled The Best of Paint the Grand Blue. All proceeds from the sale of the CD go to the Grand Theater reno-
vation. This is an excellent album featuring several regional blues artists including da Mudcats, Harmonica Red & the New Heard, 
Louisville Blues and River City Blues. The two disk set is available at ear X-tacy. For more information visit their website at www.
savethegrand.org. 
 

There are several upcoming events worth noting in the month of March. British blues and R&B singer James Hunter will be at Head-
liners Music Hall, 1386 Lexington Road on March 21. Additional information on Hunter can be found on his website at www.
jameshuntermusic.com. A Watermelon Slim CD release party will be held at Phoenix Hill Tavern, 644 Baxter Avenue on March 23. 
You can find his website at www.watermelonslim.com. On Saturday March 24 the Habitat for Humanity (HFH) of Metro Louisville will 
hold a memorial fundraiser in honor of Patrick Smith. Smith, a member of the HFH International board of directors, was one of the 49 
people lost last August 27 in the crash of Comair Flight 5191. The event will be held at the Elks Club 907 Ormsby Lane from 6:30 pm 
to 1:00 am. Lamont Gillispie and the 100 Proof Blues Band will provide music for most of the evening. More information can be found 
on the HFH website at www.hfhlouisville.org. 
 

Gary 

 

The Best of “Paint the Grand Blue” 
4 Nights of Music 

Patty Butcher and Friends, River City Blues Band,  
Laura and the Bluelites 

Da Mudcats, Harmonica Red and the New Heard, 
Mingoze’s Riff, and The Louisville Blues Band 

 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE THEATER RENOVATION 

2 DISC SET $15 
 

Save the Grand Inc. 
210 Washington St 
Frankfort, Ky. 40601 

or 
ear X-tacy 

 

www.savethegrand.org 
Make checks payable to: Save The Grand Inc. 
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New Music Reviews 

Fried Glass Onions 
Memphis Meets the Beatles Vol. 1 and 2 
Inside Sounds 
 

You might consider it an ill-conceived notion to record an album that attempts to have soul blues artists re-
make many of the Beatles best known songs. And you would be right! While there are a few listenable tunes 
on Volume 1 of Memphis Meets the Beatles including “Two of Us” by Bob Simon and Eddie Harrison and 
“Get Back” by Daddy Mack Orr this idea just doesn’t make it. And Volume 2 is totally unnecessary. I mean 
come on. Do we really need a soul version of “Martha My Dear?”  What’s next? Your favorite Delta blues art-
ists doing their renditions of the Slim Whitman collection? 

Elam McKnight & Keith Carter 
The Last Country Store 
 

This CD has spent a lot of time lately in the player of my car. It’s a back-to-basics, sittin’ in the front yard in 
an easy chair blues album. There is something about McKnight and Carter that remind me of the early 
Stones around the time of Beggars Banquet and Flowers. Even though this is their first album together, 
McKnight’s strong picking melds smoothly with Carter’s low-key harp playing. Most of the songs are original 
and I especially enjoy Elam McKnight’s southern-tinged vocals. Some tracks worth mentioning are “Leaving 
Five Points,” “Mama Killed a Chicken” and “Ain’t Gonna Plow No More.” If I could only recommend one CD 
to buy out of this list, this would be the one. 

Charles Brown  
Trouble Blues 
St. Clair Records 
 

Charles Brown’s Trouble Blues is another in the series Genius of Blues from the St. Clair Entertainment 
Group. Brown produced silky smooth West Coast blues recordings in the 1940s and 1950s and was classi-
cally trained in piano. Established fans of his music will not find anything new here but if you want to pick up 
your first Brown CD, this would suffice. It contains some of the best cuts from his career including “Driftin’ 
Blues,” “Big Legged Woman” and “Counting My Tears.” 

Hans Theessink 
Songs from the Southland 
Minor Music 
 

It’s funny to think about a guy from Holland doing songs from the South. But make no mistake about the 
abilities of Hans Theesink. He is a bluesman and possesses a deep, haunting voice. His guitar playing is 
extremely clean and the music on this album has a slight gospel bent to it. I particularly like his versions of 
“St. James Infirmary,” “A Hundred and Ten in the Shade” and “Hard Time Killing Floor.” Theesink gives a 
nod of appreciation to the masters he learned these songs from, including Mississippi John Hurt, Leadbelly 
and Fred McDowell. He even dedicated the album to music historian Alan Lomax. 
                                     

I’m a little behind in my album reviews so in this article you get a 4-for-1 special. 
Gary Sampson 

Gonstermachers 
Self Titled 
 

This group is from upstate New York where they have a following if you believe their website.  These guys 
are out of a different mold.  Their music is a bit avant-garde and as they admit doesn’t fit any particular cate-
gory of music. To give you an idea of their style of music here is what they play: Hymie Witthoft plays 
drums, tambour, gongs and does some vocals.  Richard Curry plays washtub-bass, percussion and vocals.  
Leo Crandall plays cello, guitar, ukulele, and vocals. Curtis Waterman plays harmonica, percussion, block 
flute and vocals. Their website admits that they play several uncommon instruments up to small logs. Even 
though a couple of these songs are standards (St. James Infirmary for instance), most are originals.  The 
inclusion of “Danse Les Negres” is a song I would have advised them not to put on this CD.  They claim that 

their background is blues, roots and traditional music.  There are lyrics printed on the inside cover.  An example of a lyric from one 
song goes as follows:  
 

“My sister is not a dollar 
I am not a man 
She’s not a dollar 
And I will do what I can.” 
 

Deep.  All in all, there are some shining moments of music here, mostly in Waterman’s harp playing. The CD is interesting, but I 
would not buy it.  

Bob Brown 
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      Peterson D
um

esnil H
ouse - 301 S Peterson A

ve - 895-7975
U

ncle Pleasant's - 2126 Preston St - 634-4147
B

row
n Theater - 315 W

. B
roadw

ay - 584-7777
      Jeff R

uby's - 4th &
 M

ain Sts - 562-2789
      Phoenix H

ill Tavern - 644 B
axter A

venue - 589-4957
Vito's Place - 1919 Preston Street - 634-1003

C
aesar's Indiana - Elizabeth IN

 - 877-367-3767
      Joey G

's - 218 E M
ain M

adison IN
 - 812-273-8862

      Picadom
e C

lubhouse - 469 Parkw
ay D

r Lexington - 502-727-6525
W

ick's Pizza - 975 B
axter A

ve - 458-1828
C

al's Place - 1001 E. St. C
atherine

      K
arem

s Lim
estone B

ay - 5801 R
iver R

d
      Pirate's C

ove - 1031 H
w

y 62 C
harlestow

n IN
 - 812-256-6204

W
ick's Pizza - 10966 D

ixie H
w

y - 995-4333
C

aptain's Q
rtrs - 5700 C

aptain's Q
trs R

d - 228-1651
      K

Y C
enter  - 501 W

 M
ain 562-0100

      R
 Place Pub - 9603 W

hipps M
ill R

oad - 425-8516
W

ick's Pizza - 2927 G
oose C

reek R
d - 327-9425

C
heapside B

&
G

 - 131 C
heapside Lex K

Y - 859-254-004 6
      K

Y Theatre - 214 M
ain St Lexington - 859-231-6997

      R
iver B

end W
inery - 120 S. 10th St - 540-5650

W
ick's Pizza - 12717 Shelbyville R

d - 213-9425
C

heck's C
afé - 110 E. B

urnett - 637-9515
      K

ingfish - 601 R
iverside D

r Jeff IN
 - 284-3474

      Seidenfaden's C
afé - 1134 E. B

reckinridge - 582-9217
Zena's C

afé - 122 W
est M

ain - 584-3074
C

lifton's Pizza - 2230 Frankfort A
ve - 893-3730

      Lisa's O
ak Street Lounge - 1004 E. O

ak - 637-9315
      Shaw

nee Social C
lub - 311 A

m
y St - 774-4555

PR
ESER

VE, PR
O

M
O

TE A
N

D
 PER

PETU
A

TE! SU
PPO

R
T LIVE B

LU
ES M

U
SIC

!
A

ll dates subject to change w
ithout notice.
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www.kyblues.com – Bowling Green, KY  

 

OPEN MON-THUR 10 AM – 10 PM, FRI-SAT 10 AM – 12 MID, SUN 12 NOON– 8 PM 
1534 BARDSTOWN ROAD JUST SOUTH OF EASTERN PARKWAY  • 502/452-1799 

COMPACT DISCS     •     TAPES     •     RECORDS 

® 

The following supporters of the blues offer KBS members discounts (10% off on blues CDs at ear X-tacy and $1 off ad-
mission from Stevie Ray’s, Zena’s, Lisa’s and Vito‘s) with your current membership card. Give them your support! 
 

ear X-tacy Records – 1534 Bardstown Road – 452-1799 
Stevie Ray’s Blues Bar – 230 East Main Street – 582-9945 

Zena’s Cafe – 122 West Main Street – 584-3074 
Lisa’s Oak Street Lounge – 1004 East Oak Street – 637-9315 

Vito’s Place – 1919 Preston Street – 634-1003 
 

If you have another place where you get the blues, let us know and we’ll see if they want to support the KBS. 

1st Bryan Lee 

8th CD Release Party -
Teneia Sanders 

15th Lamont Gillispie & 
100 Proof Blues 

22nd Skyla Burrell Band 

29th Most Wanted Band 

Louisville’s Premier Blues Club 
230 E. Main Street 

Call 582-9945 

“Play the BLUES damn it!” 
 

KBS members always get $1 off  
admission with your card 

at Stevie Ray’s! 
 

All Dates Subject To Change 

THURSDAYS IN MARCH 

USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY  40205

                            STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
          SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

Jimmy Brown
Owner

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661

www.guitar-emporium.com

Get More Blues 
News From 
the Keith S. 
Clements  

Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind to 

Ramble” 
 in the  

 

Louisville  
Music News 
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THE KENTUCKIANA 
BLUES SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 755 
LOUISVILLE, KY  40201-0755 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
LOUISVILLE, KY  
PERMIT NO. 490 

GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT! 
 

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 US per year. As a member, you will receive 
the Blues News by mail, discounts at our sponsors (above), and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two peo-
ple at the same address, two membership cards, and one newsletter) is $20 US per year. Support the BLUES by joining 
the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon below and send with your payment to: 

 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Chairman     

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S) ____________________________________ 

_______ DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

 
Get discounts at ear X-tacy, Lisa’s Oak St Lounge, Stevie 
Ray’s Blues Bar, Vito’s Place, and Zena’s Café. ADDRESS ____________________________________ 

_______ 
I AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT 
KBS EVENTS CITY/ST/ZIP ____________________________________ 

 Telephone # ___________________________ EMAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


